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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30'
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

GOVERNMENT MOTOR VEHICLES.
As to Number and Mileage Allowance.

Hon, F. J. 8. WISE asked the Premier:

(1) What was the number of State Gov-
ernment owned—

(a) motorears;

{b) other motor vehicles;
as at the 30th June, 1946, and the 30th
June, 19499

{(2) What number of cars or utilities are
being purchased by the Government officers
who are heing assisted by Government
finanece?

(3) How many officers of State depart-
ments receive a mileage allowanece for use
of their vehicles whether such vehicles are
wholly owned by such officers or are being
financed through the Government Car Pur-
chase Scheme?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) (a) 1946—148,
1949172,
(b) 1948—548.
1949—972,
(2) 204
{3) 601

HOUSING.

(n)} ds to Applications Lodged and
Outstanding.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Housing:

(1) What is the total number of applica-
tions for rental and " pdrmit dwellings
received each month during this year?

(2) What is the total number of rental
and permit dwellings which bave been
allocated each month during this year?

{(3) What was the total number of ount-
standing applications for dwellings at the
end of each month of this year?
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- The MINISTER replied:

As the answer is voluminous I will lay
the papers on the Table of the House for
perusal by the hon. member.

(1) Applications received for rental
homes and permits to build:—

Privatel giage War | -
1049, m'ﬁ Pe;l;lm McNeas,| Service ] Total.
1 Bulld. Act. 0Inea.
Jan. .. 445 270} 3 ] 94 868
Feb, .. | 218 401 2| « 1] 108| 85
Mar. .| o] a2l .. 7| 18| 1285
ﬂrﬂ.... 18 [ 440 4 5 92 | ‘s
y .| 314l sa7] .. 1] 57| 1,020
Juons .... 424 482 7 205 | 1,118
Juy ... | =208| 387 2 4| 2051 Tyee
Ang, .. | 445| &es 3 5| 88| 1,287
Total.... | 3,160 | 3,623 14 48 | 1,100 | 7,952
1 . . -
(2) Rental homes occupied and permits
to build issnefl:—
Private] giate T | War .
1049, | Rental PermitsiHousing[McNess.| 317108  Toar.
omes,| to Act,. Homes.
~ | Bulld. .
Jan. ... 31 42 2 23 08
Feb, ... 7 82 2 251
e | 00| 124 1 63| 204
el ... | 194 1 oa | so07
7 o 80 | 288 1 86 | 404
June...| 101| 125 2 97| 325
July . 68| 124 % “ul 285
Aug. ... 85 | 232 6 2 62| 300
Total... | 625 | 1,211 17 8| 533 2304
* Inchuding Groupa.
(3) Applications outstanding :—
- | Private] siate War
1940, | Rental {Permits|gousing|ciess,| Servica| Total..
Homes.{ {0 Act. | . Homes.
Bulld,
Jan. .. |10670 | 3201-| 1188 | s7s | 4184 |20678
Peb. ... 110,611 | 3,680 | 1,181 | 575 | 4,288 | 20,017
Mar, . J1L015 | 8818 { 1,185 | 579 | 4,825 § 20/
iprl] 1284 | 4024 | 1,163 | 584 [ 4,340 | 21,382
ay .. |11,881 ) 4218 | 1386 | 586 | 4,406 | 21,767
June.. [11,600 | 4,530 | 1,280 | 50z | 4,407 | 22460
Juy .. [11668] 4731 | 1,180 | 506 | 4,539 | 22688
Aug. ... |11,826 | 4,098 | 1,120 | G503 | 4,018 | 23161

No allowance has been made for applica-
tions in respeet of more than one type of
dwellivg or for the cases of applicants
who, for various reasons, would not now
wish to proceed with their applications.
The figures relate to all applications re-
.eeived irrespective of the present needs of
applicants for accommodation.

(b) As t6 Owners Desiring Repossession.

Hon, E. NULSEN asked the Minister for

Housing: .

In view of the great hardship being
caused to people wishing to occupy their
~ own homes, especially where a person owns
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one house only, will greater consideration
be given to the wishes of the owner with
regard to occupancy!?

The MINISTER replied:

The regulations under the Increase of
Rent (War Restrictions) Aet, 1939, were
amepded at the ed of last year to facili-
tate repossession by owners in certain
cases where the owner desired possession
of the house for his own oceupation.

These regulations are administered by
the Hon. ‘Chief Secretary, to whom I have
referred the question of the hon. member
for his consideration.

(¢) As to Resumption of Hame Bmﬂdmg,
- . Kalgoorke.

Mr. McCULLOCH asked the
for Housing:

(1) Will he give iminediate considera-
tion to the resumption by the State Hous-
ing Commission of building operations in
the territory under the jurisdietion of the

Minister

. Kalgoorlie Municipal Counecil?

(2) Is he aware that the housing prob-
lem* on the Eastern Goldfields has become

further aggravated, due to influx of people,
particularly * prospectors from  other
centres?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The State Hounsing Commission has
a current building programme in the Kal-
goorlie district—15 houses are at present
under construction in - Kalgoorlie and
Boulder.

(2) No, but the pOSlthD wnll be investi-
gated. .

(d) As te Purchase Price of Rental Homes.

Mr. HEGNEY (without notice) asked
the Minister for Housing:

(1) Has the Government yet determined
the' basis on which Commonwealth-State
rental homes will be made available for
purchase by tenants? .

(2) If not, can he give any assurance
that such determination will be made and
the Honse informed acecordingly. before the
close of the session?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) and (2) The matter of determina-
tion of the price ®f Commonwealth-State
rental homes is one which involves many
considerations of some difficulty, although
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it might not appear so at first sight arising
out of the fact that some houses will be
sold and others will not, and also that no
sales can take place, the result of which
might ulfimately involve a loss by the
Commonwealth unless the Commonwealth
is consulted and approves of such a loss
being sustained, The matter of the prin-
ciple upon which suech priee shall be deter-
mined has been disewssed by me with the
chairman and officers of the Housing Com-
mission.. Certain proposals have been
arrived at which will he considered at the
meeting taking place this aftermoon. I
hope its recommendations will be in the

hands of the Government within a few -

days, and an early determination will
then be arrived at on the basis of price.

{e)} dAs to Policy of Issuing Permits.

Mr. FOX (without notice} asked the
Minister for Housing:

{1) Has he noticed in the Press that a
large-seale building scheme has been pro-
posed by an association named the Blighty
Club? -

(2) Will permits for houses be issued
more expeditiously through this associa-
tion, or any other building association, than
they would be through the State Housing
Commission ?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) and (2) No, the Commission’s poliey
will continue to be, whilst the present policy
js ohserved, that there shall be regard to the
needs of individual applicants without
preference to any particular body or elass
of applicants. As to the proposal to which
the hon, member has referred, it has not,
as far as I am aware, heen placed before
the Commission so far. Assuming that 1
am right, as T think I am, that the proposi-
tion has not been submitted, in due eourse
the Commission will give consideration to
any proposals that will be made. The Com-
‘mission’s poliey gives no preference to any
particular section.

(f} As to Homes for Two and Three Unit
Families.’

Mr. BRADY (withont notice) asked the
Minister for Housing:

Can the Minister state if anything has
been done by the State Housing Commis-
sion to assist two-unit and three-unmit
families now badly housed or not housed
at all 10 obtain homes in the near future,
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The MINISTER replied:

A programme has been developed and
contracts have already heen let for the
construction of pre-cut, factory-built,
small-type, timber-framed ecottages, for use
by two or three-nnits and othér families in
the metropolitan area and in the country.
In addition, the Commission is developing
a programme of minimum-sized dwellings
for small-unit families, and designs have
been prepared and a prototype of the

.dwelling according to the design is being

constroeted. It is hoped that this mini-
mum-sized dwelling will also be capable
of being pre-cat and factory-built and

purchased in considerable numbers.

EXPLOSIVES IMPORTS. |
As to Discharging at Esperance,

Hon, E. NULSEN asked the Honorary
Minister for Supply and Shipping:

(1) How ofien do boats carrying ex-
plosives call at Fremantle

(2) What tonnage of explosives would be
required for such boats to be diverted to
Esperance, provided storage facilities for
the explosives were made available at Esper-
ance?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:

(1) Approximately monthly.

(2) As far as ean be ascertained, a mini-
mum cargo of 500 toms of explosives would

be necessary to have a vessel diverted to
Esperance.

HOSPITALS.

{a) As to Order of Sub-regiongl
Construction.

Mr. HOAR asked the Minister for Health :

(1) In view of the statement published
in yesterday’s "The West Australian” that
tenders have closed for the erection of a sub-
regional hospital at Pinjarra, will he inform
the House why Pinjarra, only 54 miles from
Perth, was selected for the first of such hos-
pitals as against the claims of other country
towns in far more remote areas?

(2) Is Manjimup included in the list to
receive a sub-regional hospital? If so, what
are the plans in connection with it?

(3) How far have these plans been ad-
vanced since 1/4/47¢
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(4) When are these plans likely to be im-
plemented ?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Health) replied:

(1) Upon the unanimous recommendation
of the Hospital Planning Committee.

(%) No. Manjimup is designated eventu-
ally as a regional hospital. This does not
negessarily involve building & mew hospital.

(3) and (4) Manjimup bed average has
reduced during the last four years from 21
to 14, a figure well within the capacity of
the present hospital.

(b) 4s to Free Medicine for Pensioners,

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Health :

Will he favourably consider supplying’

free medieines o invalid and old-age pen-
sioners who are out-patients of the Royal
Perth Hospital and who are unable to attend
the hospital owing to the expense incurred?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Health) replied:

The proposal involves serious risks throngh
repetition of preseriptions without further
medical examination.

Because of this, it is essential, in the

paiient’s own interesis, for him io atiend

at the hospital.

(¢c) As to Free Transport for Pensioners.

Mr. NEEDBAM asked the Premier:
(1) Is he aware—

(a) that invalid and old-age pensioners
who are patients at the Royal Perth Hos-
pital are compelled {o leave the hospital
before being cured owmg to scarcity of
beds;

(b) that such patients are instrueted
to attend the hospital as out—pat\ents two
or three times weekly;

{c) that many of them are umable to
travel in bus, train or tram unless accom-
panied by an attendant and cannot afford
the cost®
(2} If so, will he favourably consider

providing free transport in such cases?

The PREMIER replied:

(1) (a) Patients sre not compelled to
leave owing to scarcity of beds. All patients
listed for discharge are reviewed by the
medicil} superintendent or his deputy before
they are permibted to leave hospital.
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(b) Attendance as an out-patient three
times weekly would be unnecessary except
in very rare cases.

{c) The Royal Perth Hospital Voluntary
Car Drivers Auxiliary operates an am-
bulance and also private ears to provide free
transport for out-patients to hospital for
treatment where they are unable to fravel
on public transport and cannot arrange or
afford other suitable transport to hospital.

(2) Answered by (1) (e).
(d) 4ds to Bed Auwerage, Pinjarrae,

Mr. HOAR (without notice) asked the
Premier:

Arising out of the Premier’s answer to
my question on regional hospitals, eould he
tell me what the bed average is at the Pin-
jarra Hospital?

The PREMIER replied:

I have not the fignres with me, but I
kpow that the position at the Pinjarra Hos-
pital is at present, and has been for some
considerable time, that it is not possible to
accommodate patients who wish to enter.
To my own knowledge, on numerous occa-
sions well over 20 people have been in-
patients, in the hospitals, and even then the
hospital has had to refuse to take patients
from out-lying distriets.

MEAT.
43 to Weight and Price Dockets.

Mr. OLIVER asked the Attorney Gen-
eral:

(1) Is he aware that the Kalgoorlie and
Eoulder butchers refuse to give dockets set-
ting out the weight and price of the meat
they retail?

(2} Is there a Iaw that requires a butcher
when zptailing meat to provide the customer
with & docket setting out the weight and
price of the meal purchased?

{3) If the answer to the preceding ques-
tion is “yes,”” will he take the necessary steps
to enforce the law? .

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (for
the Attorney General) replied:

(1) No.

(2) There is no regulation under the
Prices Contro] Act, 1948, which makes it in-
cumbent upon butchers to provide a docket
or invoire tp the purchaser when retail sales
are made for “cash over the counter.” Out-
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side the metropalitan area, however, an ex-
tra allowance is made for delivery of meat
to purchasers’ premises, and in this ease in
order to support this extra charge a docket
must be delivered with the meat. These con-
ditions are not peculiar to this State Act,
but are common to all States Prices Act
arid such was also the case under Commeon-
wealth control.

(3) It has not been the practice of price
control to interfere with common frade cus-
toms more than is absolutely necessary for
the suceessful operation of such control,

EDUCATION.
Asg. to Home for Backward Children.

Mr. » SHEARN asked the Minister for
Education:

{1) What progress, if any, has been made
by the Government towards the proposed
establishment of a home for backward and
mentally deficient children?

(2) In view of the depressing fact that

a number of affected children have had to’

be accommodated at Claremont Mental
Hospital, can he indicate when suitable pre-
mises are likely to be available for the
reception of these children?®

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The Government is cognisant of the
need for a suitable home for backward and
mentally aflicted children.

During the past year or so, no less than
six properties have been inspected in the
inner and outer metropolitan area with a
view to purchase or resumption. The main
difficulty is in obtaining suitable premises
which are accessible, so that relatives and
friends of the inmates may visit, also that
reasonable amenities are available for the
staff necessary to conduet such a hope. In
every instance the buildings offered have
been too small or lacked playing areas so
necessary for any hpme catering for child-
ren. Short of building, efforts to obtain 2
suitable home have been fruitless to date.
As a necessary preliminary step, the Gov-
ernment intends to establish a Child Guid-
ance Clinic in the very near future. Such
& clinie will have the staff and facilities
to assess the treatment necessary for any
afflicted child and it is confidently hoped
that an early announcement in regard to
the establishment of this eclinic will be
made.
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(2} The search for smitable premises for
the backward and mentally deficient child-
ren is continuning and all possible avenues
are being explored. Meanwhile, where poss
sible, backward boys are accommodated at
the Salvation Army Home, Gosnells.

BUILDING SUPPLIES.
As to Queensland Ply-wood Doots,

Mr. SHEARN asked the Honorary Min. -
ister for Supply and Shipping:

Bome weeks ago a statement was made
in the Press that ply-wood doors imported
from Queensland eould be supplied locally
in quantities sufficient to meet the needs
of housing requirements in Western Auns-
tralia at priees lower than those made
locally: Will she inform the House if this
statement is eorrect?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:

Yes. I am informed that ply-wood doors
to meet Western Aunstralian demands of
the housing programme could be made
locally.

Regarding prices, the imported article is
cheaper, and I have ascertained that the
wholesale prices in Brishane were as follows
as at July, 1349:—

Pine—42s,
Oak—45s. 6d.
Maple—49s. 3d.

" Kauori doors ex Cairns—present price
approximately 50s.

1t is pointed out in connection with these
prices that these doors are made up in
bundles -of three and include package by
two by two sheets of 3-ply with each three
doors. The value of the two sheets is
approximately 13s., whieh iz included in
the price for the doors, as against loeal
prices of 56s. 9d., less 234 per cent. for
Borneo alods doors: I.oeal Karri doors—
49s, 3d.

PETROL.
As to Allocatio?; for Goldfields.

Mr. MeCULLOCH : (without notice) ask-
ed the Minister representing the Minister for
Mines:

{1) In view of the fact that petrol ration-
ing is to be reintroduced, will the Minister
see that better allocations of fuel for pros-
peetors will be provided?
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(2) Will the Minister also investigate the
need for having small emergency reserve
. supplies of petrol at isolated centres for
eases of sudden iilness or aceident, particu-
larly on the Goldfields?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING replied:

{L) and (2): The matter of petrol sup-
plies will; very possibly, be the subject of
Commonwealth jurisdiction.

MINING.
A3 to Cartage Subsidy, Exemptions and
Advances,
« Mr, MeCULLOCH (without notice) asked
the Minister representing the Minister for
Mines:

(1) Is the Minister aware that customers
at the Kalgoorlie State Battery are being
told that the eartage subsidy from the Men-
zies distriet to the battery has been can-
celled?

(2) If this has been cancelled, when was
this step taken, and why? ’

(3) Hes the Minister taken steps to can-
cel any other cartage subsidies, and if so
why? -

(4) In view of the increased price for
gold and the fact that after the New Year
there will be a keen demand for mining
eountry, will the Minister adopt a poliey to
discourage continued mining exemptions by

companies whichk have tied up ground sinee -

before the war?

(5) Has the Minister agreed at any time
to a proposal from the Amalgamated Pros-
peetors’ Association that prospectors who
have liquidated their finances may be ad-
vanced money on crushings left at the State
Battery if the mill is not running?

(6) If so, have battery managers been
notified of this?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING
replied :

T am not in a position to answer those
questions, but shall be glad to take the mat-
ters up with the Minister for Mines and
supply answers as soon as possible.

FISHING INDUSTRY SELECT
COMMITTEE.
As to Presentation of Report.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN : (without notice)
acked the Premier:

Can he give the reason why the report of
the Select Committee on the Fishing Indus-
try which was appointed last year and then
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converted inte an honorary Royal Commis-
sion has not yet been presented to the
House? '

The PREMIER replied:

I am unable to say why this report has
not yet been presented. T did ask the chair-
man of the honorary Royal Commission
when he¢® expected to Table the report and
requested that it be done as soon as possible.
I was hoping that it would be tabled before
Parliament rose.

PARTY TITLES.

Az to Changes of Wame,

" Mr. GRAHAM (without notice) asked
the Premier and Deputy Premier:

In view of the fact that both the Liberal
Party and the Country and Demoeratic
League have this year changed their names,
can they give any information es to when
the next change is likely to bhe effected?

(The question was not replied to.)

DEVALUATION OF POUND.
" Statement by Premier.

The PREMIER : Members will recall that
yesterday the Leader of the Opposition
asked the following guestion:—

In view of the necessity to enlighten ail seec-

tions of the public on the rail import of the
British firaneial situation. will he have a state-
ment prepared to be presented to the House to-
morrow on the reasons and necessity for the de-
valuation of sterling in regard to Britain’s ex-
ternal debts, her internal economy and her over-
sea trade position; and will he express his
views on any alternatives that were open to
the British Government in that connection?
T have no source of information regarding
the reason for the devaluation of British
currency other than that already available
to the hon. member. A Press statement was
made by the Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister
and a statement was also broadeast over the
air, and as members are aware, a state-
ment was wmade by the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, Sir Stafford Cripps.
Judging from particulars that have been
published in the Press, it appears to me
that there were many "reasons why Great
Britain has been unable to earn sufficient
dollars to meet the cost of her imports from
dollar areas, !

When sneh an oceasion arises, the ¢ountry
suffering this disability may attempt to cor-
reet it by povernmental sction in limiting
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and rationing imports from dollar eountries,
or, if the exchange of goods ig left in the
hands #f financial institutions, it is cor-
rected by an increase in the exchange rate
as against the importing country.

I do not know what alternatives were open
to the British Government but, from the ofit-
repeated statement by Sir Statford Cripps
that Britain would no{ devalue the pound,
1 can only assume that other alfernatives
were under consideration.

The effect of the devaluation of the pound
will be to inerease the cost to the British
consumer of imports from dellar eountries.
As against this, it will increase the income
of British exporters of goods to dollar ecun-
tries. This was made gpparent in the state-
mentg that were recently issned. Apparently
the hope entertained by the British Govern-
ment is that the stimulation to British ex-
ports will more than offset the disadvantage
that will fall on British importers.

From statements made by Sir Stafford
Cripps and by the Prime Minister of Aus-
tralia, it is quite clear that the problem
that faces Britain is fo close the gap be-
tween her dollar earnings and her dollar
purchases. This problem will become more
aente if it is not vectified by the time Mar-
shall aid ceases in 1952. Members have a
knowledge of what is happening with re-
gard to Marshall aid. It is being provided
for what might be ealled the
communistic eountries or the democracies,
and this aid cannot be continued indefinitely.
After all, it really amounts to a gift from
the Ameriecan taxpayers.

It is obvious, therefore, that Britain
hoped, by the devaluation of the pound, to
stimulate the export of British goods to
dollar countries to close this gap, or sub-
stantially reduce it, by the time Marshall
aid ceases. When this time is reached, it
may be that the pound will appreciate in
value in relation to the dollar, but this is
a matter that will be determined by the
British Government in the light of its poliey
at that time. T think it has to be recognised
that the devaluation of the pound is a drastic
remedial measure and is evidence of the ex-
treme economic difficulties now being ex-
perienced by Great Britain.

BILLS (4)—THIRD READING.
1, Footwear Regulation Aet Amendment.
2, Reserves (No. 2).

anti-’
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3, Road Closure (No. 2).
Transmitted to the Couneil

4, Increase of Rent (War Restnetlons)
Act Amendment (No. 3),
Passed,

BILL—PIG INDUSTRY COMPENSA-
TION ACOT AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—LIQUID FUEL (EMERGENCY
PROVISIONS).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 23rd Septemher

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
R. R. McDonald—West Perth) [3.0]: It
has been suggested that I should formally
advise the House of the decisions of the
conference held yesterday between the re-
presentatives of the States, and reported to
the Premier by the Minister for Transport.
The advice received from the Minister was
that the conference arriveq at the following
determinations :—

{1) The Commonwealth Government has com-
plete control over the importation of petrol,

(2) If as the result of the exercise of such
control, rationing becomes essential to ensure
an equitable distribution to essential users, the
imposition of such rationing is a matter for the
Commoawealth Government.

(3) The Btates of New South Wales, Queens-
Iand and Western Auastralia having already re-
ferred powers te the Commonwealth raise no

objection to the exercise of such powers by the
Commonwealth.

(4)-Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania
agree to introduce legislation to give Common-
wealth regulations the effect of State law to
enable a naiform system of rationing to be-
come Operative,

Members will recollect that by a measure
passed by this Parliament in 1943—the
Commonwealth Powers Aet—power was re-
ferred to the Commonwealth to ration goods
in short supply in this State provided there
was no diserimination between the States
and provided that the faet that goods were
in short supply was affirmed by a resolu-
tion of the Commonwealth Parliament. That
power was for a period of five years from
the cessation of hostilities and will he op-
erative until Aupust of next year. The re-
solutions adopted by the conference held
yvesterday indicate that, if they are imple-
mented, the Commonwealth will establish a
rationing system in all the States and that
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rationing system will be in similar terms
in all the States, with the possible excep-
tion that some reservation may be made as
to the North-West area of this State.

That area had not been subject to Com-
monwealth control previously in respect to
liquid fuel; and the Premier, at the recent
Premiers’ Conference in Canberra, repre-
sented to the Prime Minister that if ration-
ing were reintroduced by the Commonwealth
the same exemption should apply to the
northern areas of this State as applied pre-
viously. By and large, bowever, it would
seem that there will be a rationing system
introduced by the Commonwealth which .will
not diseriminate between the States; and
in those circumstanees, it is thought “that
there will be power operating under the
State Commonwealth Powers Aect, 1943, to
enable the Commonwealth to proceed with
a rationing system for Australia when the
other States implement the proposals or
undertakings which are contained in the
resolutions of yesterday’s conference.

The question arises, as far as this Parlia-
ment and this State are coneerned, whether
the Bill introdueed by the Minister for Edu-
eation to this House need receive the fur-
ther attenlion of members. That Bill, very
briefly, gives power to obtain information as
to the petrol which is hoarded: and to deal
with that petrol, such power to come into
operation as soon as the Bill is assented to
by the Governor. In the second place, the
Bill provides that Parliament may adopt, in
respect to rationing by the Commonwealth,
a procedure similar to that which is pro-
posed to be adopted hy the States of Vie-
toria, South Australia and Tasmania, by
which Commonwealth regulations are given
the force of State law. Thirdly, the Bill
before the House contains powers for the
control of liquid fuel to be undertaken hy
the State itself, irrespective of any Com-
monwealth control at all. The last two
powers—that is, the power to make provi-
sion that Commonwealth regulations re-
garding petrol should apply in this State,
and the power of the State itself to under-
take the control of liquid fuel—will come
into force by proclamation if and when they
are required.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Could those powers be
upset by any individual through the High
Court?
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The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: It
is thought not, Apparently it was consid-
ered by the conference that there is a
reasonable assurance that rationing by this
method would be constitutional.

Hon. ¥. J. 8. Wise: It would he a funny
sort of law that woluld not be subject to
legal challenge, anyway !

Mr. Styants: It would be a funny sort of
position for legal practitioners if laws could
not be challenged.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
think I may say that it would perhaps not
be a very desirable thing for the people at
large if laws could not be challenged when
they should be.

Haon. E, Nulsen: It was intimated in New
South Wales that there would be &
challenge.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
saw that; but in the Press report mno
grounds were given, and it appeared to me
to be rather a windy statement. But laws
are challenged from time to time, even by
the member for Murchison. I have.spoken
in order te advise members formally of the
terms of the resolutions arrived at by the
States at the conferemee yesterday, and to
express the view of the Government that, not-
withstanding such resolutions, Parliament
should be invited to pass the measure now
before the House.., The reason is that un-
less there is some degree of control, it is
possible that a condition of great diffieulty
might oeeur in the very near future. I do
not need to enlarge upon the situation of
farmers in connection with harvesting or the
condition of essential industries if there
should be a shortage of petro! for those pur-
poses, : . :

Notwithstanding resolutions of the con-
ference yesterday, we are aware that there is
always & possibility of some hiteh oceurring
in theiv implementation, It may be that
difficulty will.be experienced in some State
on acctount of the views taken by one
House or both Houses of Parliament; and
if that were g0, the whole scheme as pro-
posed at the conference yesterday might he
in danger of breaking down. The Govern-
ment feels that if this Rill is passed there
will be a reserve power under our law which
could be exercised in case of need. If the
resolutions of the conferenee yesterday were
not by some chance put into exccution, that
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power under State law would be available
to enable the Government to exercise such
control over liqmd fuel as would safeguard
essential industries and ensure some measure
of equitable disiribution.

It is felt, therefore, that the measure should
be proceeded with. If the proposals of the
Melbourne conference for Commonwealth dis-
tribution are implemented that, I think, would
be the most desirable way in which the distri-
bution could be undertaken throughout Aus-
tralia and in this State in the circumstances
obtaining today. But if there should be a diffi-
culty or some factor which hinders Common-
wealth rationing, the existence of a State
Jaw would be an important safeguard to in-
dustry and essential users of liquid fuel in
this State. Members are therefore invited to
consider the measure in that light, and as
one which it would be most wise to pass, so
that we may have the additional assurance
of our State law to meet any emergency that
may arise.

HON. F. J. 8. WISE (Gascoyne)
13.13): This Bill, introduced prior to the
conference of Premiers, obvionsly did not
anticipate the decisions whirh the Pre-
miers and Ministers in conference would
make. It is a very infetesting example of
the attitude of most of the Premiers and
their anxiety to have somebody else bell the
cat, no one being very anxious to accept
the responsibility, It is, too, a very interest-
ing position in regard to most States that
while they object very strongly to a refer-
ence of any power to the Commonwealth, or
any resumption of power by the Common-
wealth and 2re as a general rule very
critical of ,the Commonwealth, gwhen the
Commonwenlth relinquishes power they are
very reluctant to take the resporsibility if
there is any political significance attached to
it, and wonld rather have the Common-
wealth or anybody else accept that responsi-
bility should there be any difficolty or
political odinm attaching to it.

The Premier: Has not that position arisen
owing to Commenwealth aection?

Hon. F. J. §. WISE: T would expeect the
Premier to say that. I shall ask him some
pertinent questions shortly, but shall be sur-
prised if he answers them. The States, par-
ticnlarly those with a Government of the
kind we have here, are reluctant to refer
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powers to the Commonwealth, even though
it may be the most desirable thing to do.
But as soon as the Commonwealth has
authority, they are very free in their eriti-
eism of its administration. That is the popu-
lar attitude, In this case we find that States
such as Victoria with its vieious hostility to
the Commonwealth, are falling over them-
selves to have someone else accept the re-
sponzibility.

The Premier: I do not know what other
course is open to them. The Commonwealth
controls imports and interstate trade.

h;‘[r. Styants: That does not stop the States
running it under the ticket system.

The Premier: It prevents them deing it
effectively.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: That is an easy,
answer., The Minister for Housing ex-
plained a few moments ago that the Govern-
ment was anxious to confinue with the Bill,
in spite of the Premiers having reached
agréement, beecause, with the Commonwealth
controlling imports, it is defirable that the
Commeoenwealth should contrel rationing. As
a result, they are pleased to have the Com-
monwealth assume responsibility. It is pos-
sible that, on presentation of the Bills, in
this connection, to the different Parliaments,
some sections of those Parliaments will not
approve of the propoesal. That has often
happened in the past when matters of seri-
ous national importance have been unani-
mously approved by the Premiers in confer-
ence. The State Parliaments have upset the
decisions.

There is nothing new in the .set-up as
affectine the legislature of the States. The
rationing of petrol has been going on in
this eountry for about nine years. Ration-
int did endeavour to achieve equity in dis-
tribution. There is no doubt that although
that was its aim, there was considerable in-
equity. Those who were favoured with some
preference, which was somehow hidden from
autliority, were anxious to indulge in all
snrts of malpractices hecause the tremendous
demand for the commodity made it possible
for people to zo in for blackmarketing to
some extent. Kven so, there was consider-
able equity in the matter of supply which
was less than the demand even for petrol for
proper use, and not abuse. The Deputy
Premier when infreducing the Bill the ather
evening made some pertinent comments on
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that angle.  He went on to say that although
he had never been able to satisfy bimself of
the absolute need of the long continuance
of the rationing system, it was obvious that
with the import position obtaining some-
thing had to be done to assure equity in dis-
tribution.

The hon. gentleman said that the Govern-
ment did not jintend o introduee petrol
rationing by tickets under State management
unless all other expedients failed and dire
necessity dictated it. Inecluded in those ex-
pedients is the one which is involved in the
decision of the Premiers that the Common-
wealth should assume the responsibility. In
that connection I am anxious to ask the
Premier and the Deputy Premier to clarify
their attitude as to whether they, having a
greater knowledge of this subject than the
average citizen, and certzinly than any other
member of Parliament, think that more pet-
rol should, in the light of the eircumstances
" and the lnformataon they have, be brought
into Australia.

I would like to know from the Premier
himself whether, with the information he
was given by the Prime Minister as to the
irue position in relation to the export ability
of the Commonweatth, and in yelation to the
discussions which have taken place between
Sir Stafford Cripps and the Prime Minister
as to the sterling-dollar position in relation
to the Commonwealth of Australia and the
Mother country, he will eome out in the
open in this Chamber and say, in expressing
an honest view withoul any politieal preju-
dice or bias, that the Commonwealih has no
alternative but to restrict imports and to
impose on the people of Australia a system
of rationing.

That is the information that shounld be
given to this House. If it is not made avail-
able, it is simply begging the ¢uestion that
the nltimate objective is that of ecasting a
slur on someone else who is responsible.
The Premiers in conference had that infor-
matien given to them. I ean quote from
the newspaners which published, I take it,
as much information ag was given to them,

Mr. Ackland: If the newspapers had net
entered info this unholy alliance there would
be no need for rationing now,

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: T do not agree with
that, but I shall express myself on the point
later.
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The Premier: The newspapers had all the
information, The conference was open.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: Reports were pub-
lished in “The West Australian” of the 8th
and 10th June, and there was a leading
article on the Tth June. A summary of the
position wis given as the Prime Minister
saw if, as Mr. Dedman saw it, as “The West
Australian’” saw it and as Mr. Menzies and
Mr. Fadden saw it. It is interesting to note
that in “The West Australian” of the 8th
June, Mr. Chifley appealed to users not to
buy more petrol than they wereentitled to
under the rationing system, He said there
was no challenge, or guestion of challenge
of tha Commonwealth’s power to control
imports, Mr. Chifley went on at some length,
bat 1 shall not weary members or take up
the time of the House by quoting ull that
he said, although it probably should be re-
eorded in “Hansard” because it is clear that
Mr. Chifley had told Sir Stafford Cripps
exactly what be fold Mr. Menzies, and all
Australia, which was precisely what Mr.
Menzies had said in regard to the necessity
to introdyce petrol rationing once the faets
and figures were presented to the public.

T think it & a most unfair attitnde, he-
eauge of the irksome restrictions brought
about by the rationing, that the central Gov-
ernment should suffer odium if there is no
avoidanee of the action or of the restrictive
nature of the proposals invalved in petrol
rationing.  Otherwise there would be an
unfair attitude of mind being built up by
every Australian citizen, irrespective of his
polities. I refer members to an interesting
ecomment made on the 10th June by Mr.
Dedman. In supporting the points raised
by Mr. Chifley he made it clear that Sir
Stafford Cripps had requested the Common-
wealth to take certain action in this con-
nection in the interests of the whole of the
British Commonwealth. e should, in all
fairness, have all the facts,

In that connection, one of the most tem-
perate of “The West Awustralian’s” leading
articles for # long time is that which ap-
peared on this subject on the day following
the annooncement of the High Coutt de-
cision. The leading article of the 7th June,
1949, headed “The Petrol Decision” makes
it very clear that public co-operation is more
likely to be forthcoming if the people are
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satisfied by the various Goverbments of the
necessity for the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to restrict imports. 1 would like to
have some expression from this Government
in that connection. The story associated with
the mad rush by the people to take advan-

tage of the unrestricted position is indeed

an unfortunate one, and a sad commentary
on the commercial practices obtaining.

I pay = compliment to the organisation
known as the Service Station .Proprietors’
" Association and to the temperate language
of such men as Mr. Hearne, who, in his pub-
lished announcements implored the mem-
bers of the community not to panie, but to
huy as usnal, as rationing was necessary and
vital in our economy. He asked the public
to co-operate with the service stations in
their diffieult task of distribytion. But I am
afraid that neither the service stations
spokesman, nor the pleadings of “The West
Australian” newspaper, had very much re-
sult because we find that there was an ob-
vious desire on the part of some oi] interests
to stress to the publie that ample supplies
to meet any demand were available within
Aunstralia.

The Premier will have a recollection of
that being said. There was an encourage-
ment to the public, and heavy users parti-
cularly, to buy whatever petrol they thought
they would need, and with what result?
Panic buying continued and although it was
thought that an 8 per cent. or 10 per
cent. increase in total sapply would be the
effect—that is above the added effect of
the strike—figures shbw us, speaking in an
Australian-wide sense, just how the people
did panic and did attempt to obtain, irre-
speetive of their avocations, sufficient petrol
to protect their industries and interests to
cover many months’ usage; or at least

many months of what would have been -

their Tation under the rationing scheme.

We haqd screaming headlines on the point,
as the member for Irwin-Moore remarked.
They undoubtedly were an ineentive for the
public to buy, and were a stimulus to the
fear complex created. Side hy side with
that we had the assurances that ample sup-
plies were available. That did not have the
effect of stopping panie huying but rather
inereased it. Then we had the attacks on
the Commonweglth Government because it
was not huving petrol in dollar countries
and was not buying petrol from sourees
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where sterling would not be affected. Mem-
bers who have followed this subject will re-
call the comments about the oil fielas of
one company in the Persian Gulf. That
company appeared to be committed only to
sterling purchases but until the matter was
properly publicised, the dollar impaet of
such purchases was not realised.

In spite of that, the eriticisur of the Com-
monwealth Government’s not doing some-
thing to bring more petrol into this country
—it must be remembered that the Common-
wealth had examined this position years ngo
and had to discard the idea—still went on.
The Commonwealth Government gave no
indication of the prospeet of an added
gitota but rather that the reverse was the
position. The people and the market went
hay-wire, some people fo the degree of self-
preservation for a resiricted period only,
but others wemt with reckless abandon on
to the market and purchased tens of 44-
gallon drums and others hundreds of 44-
gallon drums. But what was the oil com-
panies’ attitude? I understand that some
oil companies wete anxious rigidly to con-
tinue supply on a basis somewhat compar-
able with the basis under rationing. But,
high-pressure salesmanship and the return
to open competition meant that what hap-
pened legally was morally one of the worst
examples of commerecial practices we have
ever had in this State.

It is idle to say companies did not know
that, from central points of distribution,
and from distriet points of distribution, -
thonsands of drums of petrol, over and
above what had been normality, were pass-
ing out. Although there was nothing legal
to assist the companies in withholding it,
they had everything in their own hands to
do so, But they encouraged it!

Mr. Styants: They adopted the policy. of
“get rich quick.”

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: It may not have
meant profits to them but it did mean an
attempt—irrespective of the national posi-

tion—to emharrass the Commonwesalth Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Triat: That’s the point.
Hon. F, J. 8. WISE: It was an attempt
to embarrass the Australian position as a

whole and incidently to damage a political
Party.

Mr. Triat: That was the iden.
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Hoa, F. J. 8. WISE: Had the oil com-
panies applied more reason, normal de-
liveries to garages and service stations eonld
have been continued until now. In my view,
although the service station people have an
axe to grind in looking after their own busi-
nesses, they are people who give an import-
ant serviee to fhis community. They have
been embarrassed by the developed position
from being encouraged to believe that plenty
of petrol was to be available and no tickets
needed. I have in my bhand advertisements,
with letters feet long, stating, “Plenty of
petrol, no tickets needed.” From those ad-
vertisements we pass to others which could
be seen in the “Daily News” of yesterday,
where garage after garage, in the city of
Perth, had to turn away customers becanse
they had no petrol in the bowsers. A warn-
ing of that situation was given by the Prime
Minister from the very inception. He said
that the bowsers wounld be empiy if the
public were encourdged to panic on this
question.

We have now reached a stage when the
Premiers in conference have decided that
where the powers have not already been
referred, they will introduce legislation to
the Parliaments in the different States to
refer those powers. However, unless those
Parliaments do agree the whole thing may
break down. Although there is provision
for a ticket system in the schedule to this
Bill, the intention expressed by the Minis-
ter for Eduecation was, if possible, to avoid
the issuance of tickets. I have no doubt the
Government did give consideration to what
developed and what obtained in New Zea-
land, and to the unbalapeed trade that took
place in that country because no tickets
were issued. The same would bappen here.
We would have serounging for petrol
wherever a person could get it. Either
that or people would be dealing on the
black market and all sorts of malpractices
would enter into it.

I can appreciate that this Bill, if passed,
will refer power to the Commonweslth, 1t
will also enable us to take stoek of the
petrol position and overeome the hoarding
that has taken place. But, T am rather
unhappy on the point of how hoarding is
to be determined as such. At what point
does o person meet a reasonable require-
ment— and the word ‘‘reasonable’’ is used
in the Bill—and cease to be reasonable
and become 2 hoarder? 1 wonder whether
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there are provisions in other statutes in
this State which have been examined by
the Minister for Education, from the point
of view of storage of inflammable materials.
If he has not done so, I make that sugges-
tion to him because the Government might
be ‘buttressed very strongly if we have a
law to prevent indiseriminate holding of
inflammable material which could be of
detriment to communities.

Mr, Shearn: Loeal authorities have by-
laws.

Heon. F. J. 8. WISE: I intended to dis-
cuss that point. Ip addition to the: auth-
ority which two of our statutes, at least,
give us, the Government might readily
seek the co-operation of loeal authorities
in the enforcement of bylaws designed to
prevent the storage of explosives or highly
inflammable material. I would like the
Minister for Education to state more clearly
what he has in mind in order to determine
whether & person is a hoarder, or i3 a per-
son who has a quantity of petrol whieh
could be said to be reasonably appropriate
to the type of industry or interests in
which he is engaged. I take it that it is
the intention of the Government, when this
legislation is passed, to have it proclaimed
immediately so as to enforee those particu-
lar provisions.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
Yes, steps are already in hand for that to
be done,

Hon. F. J. §. WISE: Will those steps
include the opportunity to check deliveries
by oil companies gince the 6th June, both
to private users, service stzlions and the
like?

The Minister for Industrial Development:
I will answer that, to the best of my
ability, in my reply.

Hon. ¥. J. 8. WISE: It is very peces-
sary that the Government should be assisted
with all the information that ean be pro-
vided, particularly in regard to country
depots where I understand the fault began
through one company. Beeause it began,
other companies unwillingly had to fall
into line. If there is any doubt on that
point I can refer members to the file that
I have compiled and it contains all the
newspaper enttings from the 6th Jane.
There is an indication that some companies
implored the paublic, and their customers,
to continue a self-imposed ratioring be-
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cause of the threat to the future and the
chaos that could ensue unless that course
were adopted. I have no ¢bjeciion to the
legislation but there are two points upon
which I think the public are entitled to be
enlichtened. Those points are, firstly, the
question of what are the Premier's views
with regard to any possible avoidance of
rationing bearing in mind the respounsibili-
ties of the Commonwealth Government to
the Imperial Government and, secondly,
how far it will be possible to probe and
reasonably to adjust the question of petrol
held by different people, both private and
public,

Sitting suspended from 3.47 to 4 pm.

MR. TRIAT (Mt. Magnet) [4.0}: I am
very pleased indeed that the Government has
decided to continue with the Bill hefore the
House in order to deal with the matter of
petrol supplies. I am glad for various rea-
sons. People in the city who use petrol
realise the seriousness of the matter, bmt the
eity position, comparatively speaking, is no-
thing at all contrasted with the sitnation in
many parts of the country. I do not refer
so much to the agricultural districts as to the
outer parts. I am given to understand that
many farmers, being now in an affluent posi-
tion, have been able to accumulate reason-
ably large stocks of petrol; but in the min-
ing distriets fuel has not been available to
the same extent, and in consequence there
is a defirite shortage. We bhave to realise
today that the use of livestock for transpor-
tation purposes has definitely ceased in this
State. I can remember the early days when
people depended on horses, bullocks or
camels for the transport of essential goods.
Today, those means of transport have abso-
lutely disappeared, and it is all done by
motor vehicles. During the war period, when
petrol supplies were so short, we had the
horrible spectacle of gas-producers coming
into general use.

Unless some definite steps are taken to
deal with the present situation, I am
afraid gas-producers will be again re-
sorted to, particularly by those residing in
the far distant parts of the State. On the
Goldfields, in partieular, petrol supplies are
essential; we must have them. The Leader
of the Opposition pointed gut that leaders
of political thought and the Press have be¢n
anxious to see that the use of petrel was
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not abused; and that might have been a very
good idea. At any rate, one or more of the
oil companies appear to have had different
ideas. I do not know whether that is so or
not, but certainly there wag a great leakage
of petrol and a shortage occurred very
rapidly. It could possibly be a faet that
political intrigue enters into this matter.
I do not know if that has been a considera-,
tion. I realise it is easy to damage the repu-
tation of a Government by the creation of
a shortage of supplies.

The immediate reaction of the public is
against the Government which, they would
say, was responsible for the shortage of the
particular commodity concerned. We have
heard in this House the statement that some
farmers purchased as much as 100 44-gallon
drums of petrol. That is the statement that
was made. Whether it was a fact or not
I do not know, but it would be quite easy
to investigate the matter. Inquiries could
be made among the people who supplied the
petrol, whether they be retailers or whole-
salers, with a view to ascertaining what sales
in exeess of 44 gallons in any one month
had been made. I suggested to the Premier
some time ago that members of the C.LB.
should be called upon to inguire as to the
accuracy of that particular statement. Since
then T have made further inquiries, and only
this morning I went to one garage to inquire
for petrol, and was informed there was
none available. I eomplained bitterly and
told the garage proprietor that it was wrong
that ordinary cnstomers should not be able
to secure supplies,

Hon. ¥, J. 8. Wise: Did you not go there
for a gallon and have to be towed home?

Mr. TRIAT: 1 did have to go for some
petral and had fo be towed home. This
gafage proprietor tpld me on that ocession
that no petrol was available and none could
be obtained until Tuesday of this week. To-
day he told me that there would be no petrol
until next Monday. I told him I thought the
position was very bad, and he explained
the situation. He said, “I can give yon my
assurance, and it could be found ount by
inquiries, that certain oil companies in West-
ern Australia advised the farmers to buy
petrol heavily in order to save taxation.”
That is a very definite statement. He also
said, “I know one man who bought 500 44-
gallon drums of petrol.”
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I am sure the Government has no desire'to
allow people who are so anxious to damage
the reputation of themselves or of the Com-
monwealth Government, and who are willing
to create a chaotic situation, to go scot free.
There is tie statement about a farmer in
the Northan distriet who bought 100 44-
gallon drums of petrol. I shall not mention
his name; I am mot sure that I have the
correct name. Then there is the definite
statement made to me today that farmers
were advised by oil companies to buy heavily
to save on taxation, as a result of which one
man bought 500 44-gallon drums of fuel. In
view of these faets, the Hme is long overdue
for the Gavernment to take some definite
sfeps.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: It is hard to believe
the guantity was so large.

Mr. TRIAT: We could find out whether
the statement is true. The fact cannot be
hidden. Someone was responsible for selling
the petrol, and he could be found.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: They would be a long
time ecarting the fuel.

Mr. TRIAT: Not long ago, a man was
held up on the highway by the Transport
Board because he had an overluad of petrol.
He was emrrying several drums and T pre-
sume action was taken against him. Such
cases should be investigated, owing to the
serious position of the people in the out-
back country who are so heavily dependent
upon petral to secure their supplies. 1 do
not think that rationing will affeet the
majority of the people who own private
cars in the citv; they ean probably get
enough for their requirements and in any
case can use other means of transport., That

is not so as regards the people in the out-.

. back, who must have petrol in order to
get their food and water supplies, In many
instances they have to travel hundreds of
miles to raitheads te pick up their necessi-
ties. Tt is these people who must be pro-
tected.

Reference was made by the member for
Tannans to o prospector in a small way
who had an issus of four gailons of petrol
a month. Now, he does not prospect for
gold in the middle of Hannan-street; he has
to go 100 miles into the bush, or perhaps 200,
and he must return in order to replenish
his supplies. How ean be do so on four

gallons a month? The result is that pros-
pectors are fading out. I presume the same
applies to workers in the timber industry.
I support the Bill, but would ask the Gov-
ernment to make sure that whoever “is re-
sponsible for creating the present chaotic
condition in regard to petrol supplies in
this Staie shall be brought to book,

These people should be made to disgorge
their huge supplies of petrol, or alterna-
tively, they should be refused rations under
the new system until their present stocks
have been depleted. 1What a reasonable
quantity is for farmers I do not know, but
I am eertain that no man is entitled to hold
500 44-gallon drums of petrol. He must
either intend to sell it privately or black-
market it. I hope the Government will in-
sert everv provision possible in the Bill to
protect the men in the outback country.

MR. ACKLAND (Irwin-Moore} [4.10]:
Unlike the member for Mt. Magnet, I am
not enthusiastic about this Bill. In faet,
I regret the neecssily for its introduction.’
It is a sad and sorry state of affairs that
has forced the Government fo introduce
this measure. The old system of rationing
was found to be nnconstitutional, but the
Prime Minister intended that there should he
rationing in Australia. |

Oppesition members: No.

Mr, ACKLAND: I believe so. T believe
the Trime -Minisler deliberately set out to
reintroduce rationing of petrol.  Many
people seem to have fallen into the trap
that he set for them.

Mr. Needham: That is ahsolately econ-
trary to fact.

-

Mr. ACKLAND: Sinee petrol has been
decontrolled, we have had one statement
after another from Canberra on the posi-
tion and in this conneetion the Press has
been equaily eriminal. It has given grent
prominence to all the statements made in
Canberra and this has created a fear com-
plex, as the Leader of the Opposition put
it recently, in the people generally.

Hon. A. FI. Panton: You can hardly say
the Press 1s on Chifley’s side.

Mr. ACKLAXND: In my opinion, the oil
companies must also be Held blameworthy.
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Mr. Graham: What do you think of the
farmers§ '

Mr. ACKLAND: I will mention them in
a minute,

Mr. Graham: Good!

Mr. ACKLAND: 1 think the oil com-
panies have encouraged sales which were
unjustified. The farmers, in common with
other sections of the community, have fallen
for this propaganda and talk about the
searcity of petrol. Tt is my belief that all
people who needed petrol were able to secure
reasonable supplies during the rationing
period. The industry in which I am en-
gaged certainly got sufficient for its reason-
able requirements, and I think this remark
applies to other industries as well But
after petrol was decontrolled, we had the
statements from Canberra to which promin-
ence was given in the Press, and then the
oil companies set out on a selling campaign,
Therefore, is it any wonder that farmers,
as well as other people, bonught far greater
supplies than they needed?

The only provision in the Bill which 1
really like is that which will compel a man
to disgorge petrol when he has a greater
supply than he reasonably needs. There is
no exense for a man buying greater supplies
of petrol than he needs, but we know that
to be the case. We hear of instanees where
men in various paris of the country have
40 to 100 draoms of petrol. I am told that
as close to Perth as the Swan there are
hundreds of drums of petrol on vineyards,
petrol which cannot possibly be used legiti-
mately by those holding it. It seems to me

. that it must have been secured with the
jdea of blackmarketing and I suspect that
that is so in other cases, too. The present
position is one which I believe should never
have arisen. It has been encineered and
T am extremely glad that the responsibility
for rationing will be on the Commonwealth
and not on the State

Mr, Graham: I bet you are.

Mr. ACKLAND: I think the Government
decided to ereate such a feeling in the eom-
munity that rationing would be regarded as
necessary—

Mr. Revnolds: You have always been a
howling Thomas!
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Mr, ACELAND: —becauvse, it will be
remembered, in Western Australia the Com-
monwealth staff has been retained to start
operations again at the right momert. I regret
having to support the measure because I
believe it should have been absolutely un-
Necessary.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [415]: I
am not particularly enthusiastic about the
provisions of this measure, as I do not think
it will have the necessary effect should any
one of the other States decide not to hand
over the rationing of petrol again to the
Commonwealth. I do not think the measure
provides for rationing under an ef-
fective system. It does provide for the
rationing of petrol by the ticket system as
a last resort, but in my opinion that system
will never be resorted to if the rationing
is left to the State Government, becanse the
Government will pass the buck to the re-
tailers and serviee station’ proprietors. T,
believe the only sucecessful way of rationing
petrol is by the ticket system, as it is im-
possible for serviee station proprietors to
ascertain the real needs of the motorists
whom they supply. The service station pro-
prietor has no authority to diseover that
information and if he attempts fo do so
without authority, his action will be resented
and he will find himself in hot water with
his clients, -

Apart from the provision for the declara.
tion of the amount of petrol held, T do not
think the Bill is worth the paper on which
it is printed. I am glad that the rationing
of petrol is not being left to the States, be-
eause I do not think any of them would have
the politieal conrage to stand up to the
odium attached to rationing. Rationing of
any commeodity is necessarily unpopular and
is avoided as much as possible by all con-
cerned, and particularly by State Govern-
ments. Immediately after the deeision of
the High Court, which was engincered by
certain interests that induced some obscure
individual in the Eastern States to challenge
the validity of the Commonwealth regula-
tions governing petrol rationing, the Prime
Minister issued a warning as to what the
position would be.

It is no use the Premier saying that the
present position has been brought about by
the Commonwesnlth Government becanse,
even though the amount of petrol available
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is not sufficient to meet the demands of the
motoring public of this State, there is no-
thing to prevent the State Government
introdncing an effective system of rationing
if it is disposed to do so. I am sure the
Bill iz not an honest attempt to cope with
the chaotie conditions that have been ereated
in this State during the last month or six
weeks. The Prime Minister warned us that
there would not be suffitient petrol avail-
able, but a lot of small men with a limited
knowledge of the facts thought they knew
more about ihe matter than did the Leader
of the nation.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Their ideas were fal-
lacions, add they themselves were avaricious.

Mr, STYANTS: They went their own
sweet way and quickly found themselves
in the position of which the Prime Minis-
ter had warned them. It is common know-
ledge that during the last month essential
users of petrol have not only had tp pay
for it, but have had also to beg for it to
be sold to them, We can see round the
metropolitan area scores of ears from re-
mote portions of the State, and the owners
of those vehicles must be getting petrol from
somewhere. Non-essential jobs are being
done and those who reguire petrol for es-
sential serviees to the community are either
not able to get it or are having great dif-
fienlty in securing suffieient supplies, in
spite of the fact that others are receiving
unlimited quantities for the purpose of
making long journeys solely for pleasure.

It is unfair to place the responsibility of
enforcing rationing on the shounlders of the
service stafion propriefors. When the Min-
ister introduced the Bill, in outlining what
he thought would be the action taken under
it by regulation, he said that the first an-
proach would probably be to get the oil
companies to ration supplies to the ! re-
tailers in quantities comparable with those
supplied prior to the High Court deeision
in the matter. He then inferred that it
would be left to the service station *pro-
prietors to ration the petrol out to their
regular customers in quantities similar to
those drawn by the customers prior to the
decontrolling of petrol snpplies.

The Minister for Industrial Development :
The second part of that inference is not
fair.
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Mr., STYANTS: I have no wish to be
unfair to the Minister and if I have incor-
rectly interpreted his meaning I am pre-
pared to withdraw my statement. How-
ever, I understood him to say that the first
approach would be to the oil companies,

The Minister for Industrial Development:
That is correct,

Mr. STYANTS: And that the oil com-
panies would be requested to ration the
petrol to the retailers. The Minister also
said that the Government had nc inten-
tion of introdueing the rationing of petrol
by the ticket system except as a last resort.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
"Can you not conceive of any other way of
doing it?

Mr. STYANTS: The reasonable infer-
ence is that it will be left to the service
station proprietors to ration petrol] to their
customers, That is unfair hecause, with the
hest intentions in the world, they will not.
be in a position to ascertain the essential
requirements of their customers, and will
have no legal means of obtaining that in-
formation. With the possible exception of
the provision -for the declaration of hoarded
stocks of petrol, T do not think the Bill will
satisfactorily meet the position existing in
thig State at present, I doubt even whether
the provision dealing with hoarded stocks
will be carried out in its entirety. Ample
power is certainly provided for that pur-
pose in the Bill, but I doubt whether it will
be uwsed to make influential ‘interests in this
State disclose the amount of petrol—petrol
that eould reasonably be regarded as heing
hoarded—held by them. Even if that in-
formation is obtained, T doubt whether the
Government will be prepared to make those
interests disgorge that hoarded petrol in
order that it might be distributed on a more
equitable basis.

I was not surprised to hear the membar
for Irwin-Moore adopt a purely politieal
attitude on this question and state that the
Prime Minister, out of sheer perversity, had .
decided that petrol rationing should again
be brought into operation in Australia.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: It is well known that
when n ‘man is drunk he often thinks every-
one else is drunk also.

Mr. STYANTS: There iz a lot in that.

Unless the Premier, who knows all the im-
plications of the sterling-dollar situation,
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as explained to the Premiers’ (onference
recently by the Prime Minister, is prepared
to give this House an explanation and an
assurance that in his opinion there is no
necessity for petrol rationing, we must as-
sume that his representative, at the confer-
ence which yesterday decided unanimously
that petrol rationing should again be intro-
duced in Australia and that it should be
under the control of the Commonwealth
Government, agreed with that decision. 1
agree with that decision entirely. I think
it ridiculous to say that the Commonwealth
Government would find any pleasure in re-
strieting supplies or imports of petrel un-
less that eourse was imperative. Having ar-
rived at the eonclusion that there is not sof-
ficient petrol available to meet. the demands
of unessential and essential services to the
extent desired by our motorists, the only
thing to do is to reintroduce petrol ration-
ing by a ticket system, so that each con-
sumer will get sufficient to meet his personal
requirements, in relation to the requirements
of the community. °

There was a most unsympathetic re-
sponse to the appeals of the Prime Minis-
ter and others—men like Mr. Hearne, th®
President of the Automobile Chamber of
Commerce in this State——who, right from
the moment when petrol was decontrolled,
appealed to the public to buy petro! only
in quantities comparable with those they
had secured under the rationing system.
Unfortunately, many people bought not only
their necessary requirements of petrol, but
also large quantities to be hoarded. I know
a gonileman, living in the same sireet as my-
zelf, in Wembley, who owns a ten horse-
power Vauxhall ear and who has two -
.zallon drums of petrol that he has acquired
since the control over petrol ales was lifted,
He, of eourse, would not be alone in that
respect. There seems to be not only an
epidemic for the buying of petrol to be
used for pleasure and 6ther non-essential
uses, hut in addition people are huying it to
hoard in large quantities,

It would be interesting to members if the
Minister would let us know what quantily
of petrol he thinks should be allowed to a
motor vehicle owner before he is asked to
declare the stoeks he has on hand. While
there is a provision in the Bill relating to
that there is no information as to whether
the motorist or user shounld have five gallons,
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20 gallons or 100 gallons on hand before he
is ealled upon to declare, under the regula-
tions, that which be has in store, For what
little value or power the measure kas I pro-
pose to support if. As far as it is am
effective means of eontrolling the rationing
of petrol on an equitable basis in aecord-
ance with the personal and esseutial needs
of the cominunity, the Bill falls far short of
requirements. )

MR. SHEARN (Maylands) [4.31]: I
know it is the wish of the Minister and it is
certainly the wish of the House that this
measure should be passed as qguickly as
possible.  Therefore I do not propose to
speak at length on it. On genera] principle
I am strongly opposed to controls, but with
petrol, in addition to a number of other
commodities in short supply, one must recog-
nise the imperative necessity of ensuring
that the awvailable supplies of these commodi-
ties are distributed to the consumers on an
equitable basis, and this applies particularly
to petrol. I eannot see that any good can
acerue by holding a postmortem into the
Party-politieal atmosphere prevailing in this
matter. I think we have got beyond the
stage of debating as to who was responsible
for the situation, The point from which we
should start is that ai which we find our-
selves now, realising as we do the urgency
of grappling with the problem at the earliest
possible moment and in the most effective
way.

I share many of the views expressed by
the Leader of the Opposition this afternoon
on a number of aspects associated with this
extremely serious question, Tike him, I
would he interested to know from the Min-
ister when he is replving if le ean tell us
precisely how he proposes to deal with
hoarding. I think there is a considerable
amount of hoarding going on in this State
and also in other States. Just what ean be
regarded as' a reasonable amount for u
petrol mser to have on hand is something
which involves a wide interpretation.

Hon. F, J. 8. Wise: Do you think that the
equivalent of a month’s ration wonld be
fair?

Mr. SHEARX: That would be a suitable
basis on which to start, We are all familiar
with the processes that were used by the
Liguid Fuel Control Board” when rationing
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was in existence, and the way in which users
were allocated their respective peirol sup—
plies,

The Minister for Industrial Development:
That system has more difficulties than any
other,

Mr. SHEARN: If that system is adopied
it will cause a considerable amount of in-
convenience with an equal degree of in-
effectiveness in the operation of the Bill as
it is now. Considering the co-operation that
exisfed between every section of the com-
munity during our war erisis I think it is
unfortunate at this stage that there shounld be
people who are so insensible to their respon-
sibilities fo the rest of the public as to in-
dulge in undue hoarding of petrol. I feel
eonfident from inquiries T have made at ser-
vice stations in my distriect and elsewhere
that had there been a sane approach to the
need of all consumers and a recognition of
the responsibilities which every person was
urged to exercise much, if not all, of this
difficulty with which we are now confronted
would not have arisen, However, we now
have to deal with the position as we find it.
I therefore support the Bill in the fervent
hope that whatever machinery is set up to
deal with hoarding that the Government will
not show any favonr and that the regula-
tions will be stringently administered be-
cause if there is to be diserimination shown
with hoarding then not only will the system
break down but also it will be totally in-
equitable.

I hope that the Government, in dealing
with hoarding offenders, will approach the
diffienlty with impartiality and give it its
proper attention. I am also pleased to see
that the Minister has on the notice paper
several amendments relating to retailers. It
is well known that when proseentions had to
take place in many instances there was a
measure of justification, but in others there
was none. Apart from that there was an
extremely undemoeratic system operating, in
as much as the Liquid Fuel Control Board
not only laid the charge against offenders
but also, in the final analysis, was the sole
arhitrator. So I am pleased that the Min-
ister, when this matter was brought to his
notice, recognised the injustice of this nnd
proposes to reetify it.

Tt now appears that there is some obstacle
to the passing of the amendments at this
stage in this House. I have, however, the
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assurance of the Minister that he will see
that his colleagme in another place intro-
duces these amendments, and I am hopeful
he will take whatever steps are necessary
to impress upon him the need for this
urgent reform in order that a measure of
justice will be done to these people who, as
the Leader of the Opposition has rightly
said, are an important faetor in the distribn-
tion of petrol in this State. Like him I con-
sider that the retailers, because of the pre-
sent shortage of petrol, have been placed
in & most unenviable position. Xor some
reason which T am unable to understand,
there has been a certain amount of unfair-
ness meted out to some country distributors
because a few of the retailers have been get-
ting a larger supply than others. The result
has been—and I can speak personally of
this—that one who had dealt with a service
station over a considerable period found that
it was impossible to obtain any petrol at that
station, and yet if one went further down
the street queves of ears could be observed
waiting for and obtaining petrol.

If one queued up at that garage one was
justifiably told that he must return to the
garage where he normally obiained his pet-
tol supplies. This is nnfair and places the
garage proprietor in a false und untenable
position. So I feel that, distasteful as the
re-introduction of petrol rationing is to
everyone, the situation as it is now leaves
us no alternative but {o do this. Indeed,
there is a definite responsibility, which I am
glad to see the Government has accepted, to
ensure that all the available supplies in the
near future shall be controlled and what is
equally important shall be equitably distri-
buted to all of those that need it.

MR. HOAR (Nelson} [440]: In com-
pany with other members I welcome this
Bill. My only regret is that it has nof been
possible or desirable to have such legisla-
tion introduced earlier and before the
chaotic conditions that undoubiedly exist
today in some parts of the State had arisen,
There is no question in my mind that the
sonnd advice that was given to the whole
of Australia by the Prime Minister, Mr.
Chifley, was not followed from a political
point of view or, at any rate, by those in the
State Parliaments, meinly beeanse they did
not believe in federation and all that it is
supposed to represent, They are opposed
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to any form of econtrol by the Common-
wealth and have the insane idea, to my way
of thinking, that the States should retain,
wherever possible, all control over any par-
ticular commodity or anything else, even
of those commodities which are known to
be in short supply. This unfortunate fallacy
is shown in the example we have now be-
fore us of petrol supplies being short in
the country, and the reluctance by the
States to do anything in the matter. There
is no doubt there has been a great deal of
over-buying in petrol and, If there is pro-
vision in this Bill, as 1 believe there is,
to give the Minister or the Government
" power—

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Clause 13 does a
lot more than that.

Mr. HOAR: —to make a search for pet- -

rol supplies whieh have been unnecessarily
hoarded, and even to confiscate them if
necessary, then I think that this is a most
desirable feature of the Bill. It is the
" general opinion that the result of hoard-
ing has been mainly respongible for the
chaotic condition which has oceurred dur-
ing the last four weeks. I have received
three telegrams from road boards in my
electorate in which clear indication is given
that unless immediate supplies of petrol
are made available for essential services
such as sanitary, sehool busses, road board
work and the like, which depend on petrol
and are under the control of the road
boards, such services would have fo cease
within a matter of days.

At the time I was able to secure a quan-
tity of petrol from the Vaeewam Oil Co.
for the Manjimup Road Board about 10
days ago, but a telegram received yester-
day from the Bridgetown Road Board sets
out exactly the same set of circmmstances
experienced by the Manjimup board and it
had to be refused sppplies by the petrol
companies. The position now is that
whether thev like it or not, the moment
this Bill beromes law, and the Common-
wealth again assnumes control of petrol, the
oil companies will be obliged to issue less
petrol to country distriets than they have
in the past hecause of the over-huying that
has heen taking place. Consequently road
hoards and thosze who are in eharge of
essential work and serviees in the country
areas will have less fuel with whieh to
carry on their operations than previously
they had, and some of them todar have
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none. If it is possible under the measure
for the Minister to have a search made
and to confiscate, I suggest that he geis
on to the job the moment it becomes
law. We have waited far too long; we have
seen chaotic conditions developing sinee
control was relinquished by the Common-
wealth, and the State has done nothing
whatever to relieve the situation, and I be-
lieve for political reasons, as I said before.

If we have an opportunity to examine
cases of over-buying, it should be possibla
to have a search made with the approval
of the oil companies, taking into account
their sales in bulk and instances where
exeessive quantities have been supplied. Tt
will not be necessary to send officers around
the country to examine sheds on remote
farms to see what stocks are held there.
Most of the information should be obtained
in the metropolitan area.

I do not think the Minister should accept
the suggestion made by onte or two members
that, in cases of over-buying, the supply
should be gradually reduced over the forth-
coming few weeks or months by not per-
mitting any further purchases until the
stocks on hand have been used. Rather
would I see him confiscate the excess pet-
rol immediately and return it to the com-
mon pool in order that essential services
in country areas might be continued, If
that is not done, then those innoceni of
this selfishness and hoarding will be penal-
ised for several months and be made to
suffer as a result of the selfishness of
pecple in various parts of the State. This
matter is of such urgeney that the Minis-
ter shonld treat it as a case of emergency
and enter upon the investigation the
moment he receives power to do so. If he
delays. he will have a lot of trouble on
his hands from the road hoards in the
South-West, which today are suffering the
most serious shortage of petrol in the whole
of their history.

HON. J. T. TONEIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [448]: There is one aspeet of the
matter to which T desire to refer, Because
there is a definite shortage of petrol, result-
in7 in eonsiderable hardship, and hecanse it
will be some time hefore supplies can be
such as tn compare with those available un-
der rationing, earnest consideration should
he given to the question of reducing the li-
eem<e fees for motor vehicles. It is unreason-
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able that persons who have been called npon
in some instances to pay very substantial
license fees should not reeeive some refund
if they are unable to use their vehicles for
anything like the period of time they antici-
pated.

I trust that the Government will give con-
sideration to this aspect in order that those
persons whose mileage will be considerably
reduced may receive some compensation, I
have had communications from business
people in my electorate, who have pointed
out that their serviees have been considerably
hampered through the inability of contrac-
tors supplying them with firewood to get suf-
ficient petrol to maintain deliveries. I had fo
£xplain that there was no channel open to
me by which additional supplies could be
obtained, but that legislation would be in-
troduced to impose some system of rationing
that would ensure at least something com-
parable to what they received previously.

1 mention this to give further emphasis to
the fact that business has been seriously dis-
located because of the cessation of rationing
and to emphasise the need for the reimposi-
tion of some system of rationing as speedily
as possible, During the time this is being
done, I hope that consideration will be given
to the question of making a refund of license
fees to licensees, having regard to the fact
that they will not be able to get anything
like the use from their vehicles that they
oxpected.

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[4.60]: There are a few gquestions I desire
to ask the Minigter before he replies to the
debate. I agree with the remarks of the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle regarding the
meking of & refund to owners of motor ve-
hicles. A question on the point was asked iu
this House last year, and the excuse :given
was that the returns of local governing
hodies had been made up to the 30th June.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
You assisted to pass legislation that redue-
tions should be made under certain condi-
tions.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAXN: But they were not
made. The Minister used the argument that
it would be unfair to the loeal governing
bodies owing to the termination of the per-
iod. Now, however, we have licenses expir-
ing every month of the year. The position
has changed since al] Jicenses expired at the
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30th June, I hope that, no matter what hap-
pens, something will be done in this diree-
tion. Conditions at present are certainly
chaotic so let us get back to the system of
ticket rationing. Motorists are still suffering
mileage reduction and should be given some
consideration. The average motorist has
quite enough to put up with at present with-
oul having to pay the full license fee when
his mileage is so restricted.

Another question I wish to put to the
Minister is this: If Victoria and Tasmania
do the unexpected and turn down the
proposition of the Premiers’ Conference,
how is he going to conirol the distribution?
When he was moving the second reading, I
understood him fo say that ration tickets
would not be used. If he is going to allow
the garages fo do the rationing, we shalf
have a repetition of what happened in New
Zealand. If the unexpected happens and
Western Australia is left to deal with the
matter on ifs own, some form of tickets
must be introduced. We cannot leave it to
the garages to give Smith what they think
he is entitled to and Brown what they think
he is entitled to. There must be a system of
ticket rationing so that every motorist will
know what gallonage he is entitled to Te-
ceive each month.

A further question is: What does the Min-
ister regard as a reasonable quantity? If,
after thig legislation is passed, he finds a
hoarder with, say, two 40-gallon drums of
petrol, would he regard that as reasonablef
I do not represent the farmers, but I have
been informed that quite a number of them
always hold a certain gallonage in reserve.
Consequently, it is going to be a question to
decide what is reasonable. There are busi-
ness people who hold a certain quantity and
we have to decide what is reasonable for
them, as well as what is reasonable for a
private motorist. If a private motorist had
four or eight gallons of petrol, I shonld not
call him a hoarder, but inspestors working
under such legislation often become very of-
ficious. If a farmer had four or five drums of
petrol, tbe inspectors might say he was
hoarding, or if a private person had four
gallons, they might say he was hoarding. We
should set out in the measure what is reason-
able.

On one oceasion a Minister *‘was asked in
this House, ‘“What is the meaning of
‘reasonable?,” and he replied, “Well, reason-
able means reasonable.” That is not_ good
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enough for me. I want some idea of what the
Minister considers a reasonable quantity and
I hope he will tell us, If the Vietorian and
Tasmanian Parliaments do not endorse the
agreement, I hope the Minister will adopt
some method whereby every user of petrol
shall know by way of the tickets issued 1o
,him just what quantity he is entitled to
receive from time to time,

MR. REYNOLDS (Forrest) [4.55):
While I am opposed to most forms of con-
trol, I consider that we must have petrol
rationing and thet it ean only he done satis-
factorily by adopting a system of ¢ompons.
I have held the view for some two or three
months that the (Government shounld never
have permitted such an unbappy position
%o occur. A fair amount of eriticism has
been indulged in on acconnt of the dilatori-
ness of the Government in not having earlier
introduced legislation of this sort.

Only yesterday I called at seven garages
in an endeavour to get petrol and finally I
was able to pget one gallon. The difficulty
of getting supplies has eaused a lot of un-
necessary expense. A wise Government
would never have allowed sueh a situation
to develop. Had the Government taken
action a eouple of months. ago, greater sup-
plies wonld have been made gvailable. In-
stead of that, some people now have thous-
ands of gallons hoarded. I know quite a
number of people who have 40-gallon droms
of petrol stored, and the Government should
take immediate steps to have that petrol
returned to a common pool and made avail-
able to other consumers.

I realise that the Bill is necessary and, in
the circumstances, it has my blessing, but I
believe that the only fair method is to intro-
duce rationing by eoupons. Otherwise, we
shall bave blackmarketing in petrol. Con-
sider a garage man whose normal supply is
3,000 gallons a month! Without a system of
coupons, he could easily supply 2,000 gallons
to regular enstomers and dispose of the rest
on the blackmarket. The only way to pre-
vent blackmarketing will be to revert to the
old system of coupons.

MR, McCULLOCH (Hannans) [4.58]: 1
support the second reading. On perwsing
the Bill I was pleased to see that power
kerosene is ineladed in the definition of
liquid fuel. ILast week-end I tried to get
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petrol in Kalgoorlie™ I was unable to ob-
tain any but, afier some diffieuity, I did
gecure some power kerosene. Not only is
petrol being hoarded; power kerosene is
being heoarded as well.

I agree that a system of rationing by
coupons must be introduced. It is of ne
use the Minister’s telling us that he will con-
sider this matter later on. He must make
up his mind now. I am convinced that 99
per cent. of the garages would prefer such
a system. When rationing was in operation,
many motorists were allowed a gallonage far

'in excess of what is being supplied today.

Last week-end I listened to complaints by
market gardeners in Kalgoorlie, One of
them who is supplying eggs and vegetables
received 19 gallons per month but now he is
getting orly two gallons per week, equal to
eight gallons per month,

Should the system of ecoupon rationing be
re-introduced, I snggest that the coupons
should be issued from some place other than
the post office. I think that the loeal gov-
erning authorities should be responsible for
issuing these coupons, and they should be
reimburséd financially for any work they do
in that connection. We all know why this
action is necessary today.

It was not the Prime Minister that cauged
the chaos; it was the High Court of Aus-
tralia. Surely it is well known that, the
National Security Regulations being held no
longer to exist, rationing of petrol was de-
clared invalid. The member for Irwin-Moore
criticised the Prime Minister for making a
big necise and telling all the people that it
wonld be necessary at some time in the
future to ration petral. I wonder if he
would say the same about Mr. Winston
Churehill, who has recently been eriticising
the Chancellor of the Exchequer of the Bri-’
tish Parliament because he did not tell the
whole world that sterline was going to be
devalued. He did not tell them hecause the
big fellow would have made millions if be
had done so.

I am aware that since the warning was
given that rationing wounld be reintrodueed,
hoarding has taken place. That hoarding
is not done by the small man but by the man
with plenty of money. As was pointed out
earlier in the debate, there are trucks carry-
ing excessive weights of petrol, and I am
sarprised that the Transport Board has
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allowed that {o occur. However, there are
hoarders today who are falling over them-
selves in their efforts fo get garages to {ake
back some of the 44-gallon droms they have
hoarded, because they see the writing on the
wall. I hope that this measure will he
policed so far as hoarding is concerned, and
that we will get down on these individuals.

I wholeheartedly support the measure, but
1 would like to be certain that the coupon
system will be reintroduced. I know there
are faults associafed with it and that certain
individuals will sell some of their c¢oupons;
but I believe that a system could be worked
out wherehy tickets could not be disposed of
in that way. I am not prepared to., say
what could be done, but I have an idea that
some scheme ecould be devised to overcome
blackmarketing in coupans,

THE MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT (Hon. A. F. Watts—
Katanning—in reply) [3.5]: Let me say
at the outset that so far as [ am concerned,
and so far os the whole Government is con-
cerned, there are no Party-political impli-
cations 1n this measure. It was introduced
beeause at the time it was pot at oll certafin
—nor indeed is it certain now—that Aus-
tralia-wide measures would be taken to en-
endeavour to rectify the situation which has
arisen. It is all very well for one hon.
member—I th_ink it wns the member for
Forrest—to say that the Government would
have taken action long ago if it bad been
wise. If that be so—and referring to a
State Government—there is no Government
with wisdom in Australia, whether Labour
or non-Labour, because none has taker
action. In fact, s0 far from this Govern-
ment not having taken action, it is the first
to make any attempt to do so. TWhether
it was wise or unwise not to have taken
action earlier is a matter which is open to
discussion, but which I do mnot propose
to take up the time of the ¥ouse in dis-
eussing,  But certainli’. it it ware unwise,
that charge applies to all State Governments
of Australia of all political persuasions.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: The virtue you are
taking unto vourself would not be a virtue
if this session had been prolenged. This
Bill would not havé been here at all in thoze
circumstances. .
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The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I am not taking any
virtue unto myself at all. I would not have
referred to the matter if it had not been
for the observation of the member for For-
rest, and I was entitled to make the state-
ment I did, which was soundly based. The
Leader of the Opposition, with whose state-
ment that service station proprietors render a
very important service to the public I agree,
asked a question—as did the member for
Fremantle, and perhaps others—as to what
would be a reasonable allowance in the
event of hoarding being found in any
particular instance. Of course, the frst
thing to do is to find out by declaration
and, failing that, by search and other
means of compulsion, what a man holds, and
to require him to declare all over a very
small quantity. Tt would then be a ques-
tion, having ascertained what he had in his
possession, of discovering the mature of his
accupation or the industry in which hé wa$
engaged. It is guite clear that the owner
of & 7 h.p. vehicle and with no other petrol-
asing instrument, having a thousand gallong
in his pdssession, wonld have to hand over
most of it—pretty well the whole lot.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I zigree with you
fhere,

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT : But a man having three
tractors on a farm, with 2,000 acres of crop
to harvest, would have to retain a consider-
ably greater quantity to_carry on his legiti-
mate ecenpation. 1 can oaly say in regard
to that guestion that it would bave to be
determined on the merits of each case; but it
wounld be necessarv immediately to ascertain
what perple had in their possession. Already
steps have been taken to prepare the neces-
sary papers and regulations that would have
to be used in that eonnection, should the
Bill become law. One could hardly expect
that they would be in apple-pie order before
the Bill was introdured; but they are in
course of preparation at this junctare.

The Leader of the Opposition also asked
whether I thonght it would be possible to

“obtain from any vendor of petrol—particu-

larly from the people referred to by him as
the oil eompanies—swhat their position was
on the 6th June last in rezard to petrol and
sales since that time. T have no hesitation
in saying that the Bill contains a provision
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which would enable that to be done, hecanse
it will be found in one clause that any per-
son authorised in writing by the Minister
may require any person to furnish any in-
formation, either orally or in writing, or
to produce any aceounts, books or docu-
ments, relating to transactions in, or in eon-
nection with, any stocks of liquid fuel, and
may take away copies of or extraets from,
any accounts, books or documents so pro-
duced.

So there is little doubt in my mind—in
fact there is no doubt at all—that any in-
‘formation that reasonably should be de-
manded can be demanded under the power
given in the Bill. As I said when intro-
ducing the measure, [ was of opinion that
petrol rationing could have been avoided
before the judgment of the High Court. It
had.oceurred to me that supplies of petrol
had such a high priority in connection with
the maintenance and extension of many Aus-
tralian industries that it would, even if there
was necessity for economising in American
doilars, have been wise to increase the
amount available for liquid fuel and to cut
down the amount available for other less
essential commodities coming to this country
beeanse, as I understand it, the whole difli-
culty lies in obtaining Ameriean dollars. Bul
I suggested, and I repeat, that since the
devaluation of the pound T can nu longer
strongly, or perhaps at all, advance that
argument, beeause now we are obliged to
eut dowd other commodities.

- Hen. F. J. 8. Wise: Can you think of
any American commodities in that connec-
tion?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I can think of American
films, and if one were to examine the posi-
tion, I think it would be found that there
are quite a lot of things less essential fo the
mainfenance of our industry than petrol.
That is how it occurred to me, seeing that
the Leader of the Opposition has raised the
point, even before the judgment of the High
Court: but the devaluation of sterling, as I
mentioned previcusly, has had a remarkable
effect on that position, and I would no
lonzer advance that view without further
information on the suhject.

The member for Kalgoorlie said he

thought the Bil]l was not an honest attempt
to deal with the subjeet. I certainly do not
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know what else it is. When it was in-
froduced, the arrangemen{ which may—and
I hope will—come into effect, as decided
upon yesterday at the conference in Mel-
bourne, was not in existenee. I suppose this
Bill contains some of the strongest pro-
visions of any measure ever brought into
this House. It does not cheesepare,

Mr, Btyants: So long as they are en-
forced it will be all right.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT : Precisely. The Bill has
to be passed first. It contains, as the mem-
ber for Hannans desired, power to use the
services of loeal authorities and to remmn-
erate them for those services.

Mr, Kelly: Is the measure likely to be
more restrictive in ‘Western Ausiralin than
similar measures are likely to be in the
other States?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The situation will be,
I hope, that the resolutions of the inter-
State conference will be carried into effect
and that the regulations will be uniform
and of a Commonwealth character. If the
regulations which governed liquid fuel
under the Nationel Security Aect are studied,
I think it will be found that they were more
stringent, if that is possible, than the
regulations to be framed under this Bill.

Mr. Graham: Do they cover hoarding as
well as rationing? .

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I do not think the
Defence Transitional Regulations did, but
the earlier ones did. At the time of the
transitional regulations, rationing had been
in operation for many years, so it was
probably assnmed there would not be much
hoarding. I also say it is not impossible
to arrange for a ralioning system other
than by the issne of tickets. From the ex-
perience we have bad, I know of no better
way of encouraging blackmarketing than
by the issue of ration ticketss I do not
know how much trading went on in petrol
tickets, but it was considerable. T am also
aware that the system is capable of all
sorts of frauds to a degree which astound-
ed me when some of the partieulars were
brought to my notice,

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Do not you think it
would be worse without tickets?
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The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The member for Guild-
ford-Midland mentioned that matter. I
have in mind that a system whereby the
‘vehicle license would be endorsed and- used
as the measoring stick for the petrol al-
Iowance, would be mueh less likely to per-
mit of blackmarketing, because one would
not dispose of one's vehicle license which
one 15 called upon to produce when re-
quired, and whieh carries on the back of
it the third party insurance policy. So I
am not going to admit that the issue of
ration tickets is the only means whereby a
reasondble approach can be made to ensure
that nobody receives more than a regulated
quantity of liquid fuel. There would also
be a need, as there always has Weén, for
the controlling Authority to issue special
permits for special oceasions,

I assure the member for Maylands that
if the amendment on the notice paper is not
moved here, it will be asked for in snother
place and pressed there, hecause T agree it
is a reasonable proposition. I do not think
that the summary cancellation of licenses,
without any right of stating a case to a
properly organised tribunal, is correct, In
any State regulation, if State regulations
were obliged to ‘operate, such a proposition
would be inserted. Thke intention of the
amendment on the notice paper is to modify
the Commonwealth regulations which the
State might adopt.

The member for Nelson referred to the
chaotic conditions in his distriet and else-
where, and gave the impression that that
state of affairs had been in existence for a
long time. He no doubt knows, as T do, as
he also represents a considerable country
constituency, that this difficult position did
not begin to come under notfice until about
three weeks ago. '

Mr. Hoar: I said, in the last three or
four weeks.
The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL

DEVELOPMENT: In consequence, what
had happened was not apparent until that
time, or that early action was'required. As
soon as it became apparent, steps were
taken te draw this measure irrespective of
whether any Commonwealth control was/to
be instituted in Western Australia or not.

Mr. Hoar: Do you not think it conld
have been anticipated when the extra sales
in June and July were known?
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The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: * Even those sales were
not reveated until well on into Angust, just
the same as the August fizure is not yet
available to us. As the hon, member knows,
I tried yesterday to answer the Leader of
the Opposition on that subject. In con-
sequence we do not krow exactly what takes
place until some litile time after it has
oceurred. I do not propose to labour the
matter. I am grateful to members for the
way they have received the measure.

Question put and pass:ed.
Bill read a second time.
In Committee.

Mr. Perking in the Chair; the Minister
for Industria] Development in charge of the
Bill.

Clauses 1 to 12—agreed to.

Clause 13:

Mr. GRAHAM: In lines four and eight
of Subelause (5) the word “supposed”
ocenrs, It Seems a little clumsy. The usoal
word is “suspected.” I do not intend to
move any amendment until I have heard the
Minister,

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I think the word is
guite, usual in these cases. It Teouid be
altered to “suspected” which would be just
as useful. T will have the matter checked
and, if desirable, an alteration in another
place.

Clause put. and passed.

Clauses 14 to 16, Schedule, Title—agreed
to.

Bill reported without amendment angd the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILIL—MARKETING OF APPLES
AND PEARS (No. 2).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 23rd September.

HON. J. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.35]: The Bill is necessary if we
feel that a econitinuance of the marketing
scheme for apples and pears is desirable. If
the industry is of sufficient economie import-
ance to the State to warrant something



2720

being done to maintain it, then I think we
have to agree that this’legislation is neces-
sary. The growers have indicated that the
eonditions of trade are such as to make it
almost impossible—or at least extremely
difficult—for them to carry on without the
assistance of the marketing scheme which
was in operation in the war vears, and has
been since. The main diffienity seems to
be the inability to get sufficient cases for
the apples and pears which are produced.
During the war the market for the goods
was not available as it was impossible to
get shipping. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment therefore felt that it was necessary to
assist the industry by providing a scheme
which would keep the growers in production
and prevent them from going insolvent. Now
the market is available—people are anxious
to obtain apples and pears—but there is
great difficulty in getting the produce to the
consumers. Shipping has much improved.

The real difficolty is the inability of the
industry to obtain sufficient local or im-
ported cases. There is a further diffienlty
inasmuch as our railways are incapable of
supplying the necessary trucks to transport
the whole of the fruit harvest.,” The growers
have been asked to indicate whether they
favour u continuance of control, and I must
say that I am disappointed at the vote
which was taken. Of the growers eligible
to vote, 35 per cent. refrained from express-
ing an opinion. Therefore they left the
decision in the matfer to the 65 per cent.
who were sulficiently interested to record a
vote. OFf those eligible to vote, and who
did so, 22 per cent. voted against the seheme,
and 12 per cent. vated in favour of it
8o less than half of those growers entitied
to vote, and express an opinion, voted in
favour of a continuance of the scheme.

That is not a very happy situation. It
shows either that the growers did not give
sufficient thought to what was involved in
the matter or else they were completely
apathetic about it and did not care what
happened. It was left to those who have
had the welfare of the industry at -heart
sufficiently to cause them to remain active
in the mafter to décide what action onght
to be taken in the best interests of the in-
dustry. I do not believe that those persons
who have been active in this matter would
be aetive unless they were satisfied, and com-
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pletely satisfied, that a continnance of the
scheme was necessary for the welfare of the
industry as a whole.

The guestion we have to ask ourselves is:
Will the continuanee of the industry he
seriously jeopardised if there is no market-
ing scheme? If it will not, then there is
no need for a scheme. "If it is possible for
the industry to stand on its own feet, and
find o market for sufficient of its products
to enable the growers to eontinue without
undoe hardship, then a scheme is not neces-
sary. But, if we feel that unles3 something
is done the industry will be in a bad way,
and its continuance as a sound economie
unit will be jeopardised, then there is an
obligatioh upon us to do something to render
assistance to the industry.” The fact which
weighs considerably with me in this matter
is that the Commonwealth Government, which
will have to find the money if any is required,
is prepared, so I understand, to agree to a
continuance of the scheme, If that Govern-
ment does not agree then there will be no
scheme becanse it has already heen made
plain that the State will not institute a
local marketing scheme, and the continnance
of the present scheme is dependent upon
a decision by the Commonwealth to find the
necessary money if a loss is sustained.

So far as I know, the Commonwealth has
not yet given an intimation to the State
whether it jas agreed to the continuance of
the seheme. But, we have had the assurance
of the Minister that the Hon. Nelson Lem-
mon, a Commonwealth Minister, has stated
that he believes the (Government will he
favourable to its continuance. He agrees,
and he believes that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment will also agree:. However, until
the Commonwealth Government does make
an announcement we do not know whether
the scheme will be continued or not. If the
Commonwealth agrees, then I do not think
it is for us to disagree because we are not
called upon, as a State, to defray the ex-
penses of this scheme. We might have to
regard the matter from the point of view
of the consamers of fruit and say whether
we believe the scheme is in the interests of
consumers, but surely that does not enter
into the question until we first satisfy our-
selves that the interests of the growers are
being properly conserved.
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I feel, ns the growers who have voted.in
favour of the scheme must have felt, that
‘it is in the interests of the industry thal; this
marketing scheme should continue for a fur-
ther period—that being the period neces-
sary to deal with the 1950 crop. The Bill
before uvs is practically the same as the one
passed to provide for the marketing of this
year’s crop. Beecause that is so it is not
necessary to give much consideration to the
actual terms of the measure. Once we are
satisfied with the general principle and the
need for the scheme, then little remaing for
us to do but to secure its speedy passage.
From time to time during the whole period
of acquisition we have heard adverse eriti-
cism beecanse of considerable quantities of
fruit being left ungathered and hecause the
quality of fruit available to consumers was
not what consumers desired to have. At
times I suppose there were gronnds for
such eriticism. T know that I have felt, at
times when I have seen fruit that was of
an inferior gunality in the shops, that far
better fruit must surely have been available.

Nevertheless T do feel that by and large
the board has done a good job and rendered
excellent service to the industry. I am eer-
tain that without the marketing scheme
which has been in operation during the war
years and subsequently, the fruitgrowing in-
dustry would by now have been practically
extinet. It could not have carried on under
the conditions which obtained during the
war years and some scheme was necessary
in order to provide a means by which the
industry eould continue. There has been
little argument generally, up till now, about
the necessity for the scheme and, although
we have heen looking forward to the time
when different industries would be able to
funetion without the assistance of market-
ing schemes of this nature, I feel that we
have not yet quite reached the stage where
we can look to this industry to stand com-
pletely on its own feet. '

The positidh would be somewhat different
if an adequate supply of packing cases was
available, or if transportywas better than it
is. But, with tltose handicaps to the in-

dustry, it is unfair at this stage to expeet -

it to stand completely on its own. Because
T hold that view'I propose to support the
Bill in the knowledge that it is more than
tikely the further enactment of a measure
of this kind will not be required beyond
this year. I think the growers themselves

. .
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are anxions to reach the time when they
can go ahead without a marketing scheme,
The vote recorded in eonneetion with the
matter reflects the geners] attitude towards
a control scheme of this nature, inasmuch as
many producers feel that they would like
to have more freedom, but they cannot quite
make up their minds about it. Tt is our
experience that very often a number of
people feel the existing conditions irksome
and are therefore not disposed to register any
opinion about them. At the same time, how-
ever, they are unable to suggest a line of
act10n which would bring ahout some im-
provement.

I consider that is the reason why 35 per
cent. of those eligible to vote refrained from
doing so. They were a bit tired of the
scheme and had reached a menta] state
where they just did not care, But, had they
been given some time and considered the
question, and the implieations which would
follow from there being no scheme, then 1
think they might have heen spurred into
action. Howaever, my view is that a con-
tinuance of the marketing scheme is neces:
sary and that the welfare of the industry
would be definitely jeopardised if the
scheme were not continued. Therefore, I
propose to support the Bill.

MR. BRADY (Guildford-Midland) [5.401:
I look at this measure from a consumer’s
point of view. T feel that the average con-
samer, and particularly the housewife, will
be alarmed to hear the statement by the Min-
ister that it is possible this will be the last
year when apples will be controlled by the
Apple and Pear Board. I am sure that the
growers of apples would be well advised to
give serion} consideration to eontinuing iezis-
lation of this nature, both in their own in-
terests and in the interests of the State
generally. Since the scheme has been in
operation a comprehensive itinerary has heen
earried out in the metropolitan area. The
apple carts have stopped at various points
and hundreds of people have gathered
round to purchase their requirements. I
venture the opinion that a measure of this
kind is more important to the housewife than
is the measure concerning liquid fuel eon-
trol which wag before the House a few
minutes ago. The average housewife seems
to be able to obtain some benefits from this’
apple and pear marketing legislation ‘hecanse
N -
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it enables her young family, and even some
of the older members of the family, to have
a regular supply of fruit whieh would other-
wise be denied them because of the cost.

Fruit purchased from the retail shops is
very expensive, (enerally speaking the price
of apples sold in 40-Ib, lots works out at
about 13%d. per 1b. To buy the same fruit

in the shops usually costs the housewife

8d, 9d. or 10d. a 1b. Therefore, this apple
and pear marketing legislation has an im-
portant effect upon the economy of the
average home. I believe that the administra-
tion of the industry can be improved and
that a better market ean be provided. 1 do
not think the most has bheen made of the
present position either by the apple growers
or by those in control of the administration.
With proper consideration the sales of these
ecommodities could be extended considerably
and that would be of advantage to all con-
cerned.

I will give members an idea of how the
average housewife is coneerned about pur-
chasing apples from the apple and fpear
delivery carts. Last year the Apple and
Pear Board decided to stop delivering to
. & small saburb in my electorate—namely
West Midland. As soon as this oceurred a
hne and cry was raised and 1 was
approached as member for the distriet. I
was asked to take action and endeavour to
get the apple and pear cart to resume. its
normal deiitjreries. When the sales depart-
ment of the board decided that the stop at
West Midland was not warranted, I was
communicated with by these people. It was
11 a.m, when I rang the sales manager and
told him that the residents were complain-
ing, and he informed me that he wonld
deliver apples at that spot in the afternoon.
I zot in touch with a number of the people
by felephone and at the appointed time up-
wards of 30 residents were at the spot with
their bags, despite the fact that they had re-
ceived no further intimation than the tele-
phonie communieation T had made.

In Midland Junetion alone, quite apart
from West Midland, the sales amount to up-
wards of six tons at the one spot each
month. Here again I think the bhaard is
somewhat at faunlt. Those persons who attend
the apple sales have to find their own
means of conveying the apples to their homes.
They have to provide their own bags and on

[ASSEMBLY.]

apple days they are there with their prams,
go-carts, hand carts, motorcars, lorries and
so forth. The worst feature is that the
women invariably have fo take the apples
home in sugar bags, and on more than one
occasion I have seen a woman with two 40-1b.
bags of apples trudging home with the fruit
to ensure to the family an adequate supply
until the next apple day. The average house-
wife desirez the apple marketing system to
confinue,

I have seen upwards of 40 of them om
market day waiting for the truck, be it hail,
rain or sunshine. In the ecircumstances,
obviously it must be of somé consequence to
them to enjoy these facilities. I understand
that in connection with the apple deliveries
there is an acute shortage of cases. I make
the suggestion to the Minister that the pre-
sent system of marketing in the metropolitan
area could be improved with advantage if
the apples were forwarded in bulk, and
hessian sacks or paper bags were provided
for the customer. That would certainly serve
to release more cases for the oversea
markets. I am sorry the Minister did not
give us a report on the finaneial results of
the board’s operations for last year, except
to say that he considered there would be a
surplus. T was pleased to hear that, and T
#m convineed that the surplus would be con-
siderably greater if the growers and con-
sumers could get together to establish some
better method of distribution and sale.

Apples form an important part of the
State’s economy seeing that about £250,000
is involved. I certainly would not like to
see the market diminish, The apple and
pear growers would be well advised to en-
courage the purchase of their commodities
on a much greater seale. The loecal market
is of mote immediate value to them than the
oversea market. That is partieularly so in
view of the obvious financial difficulties eon-
fronting Europe and particul#rly countries
like Sweden and Norway where we were
able to dispose of so much fruit in the past.
For quite a time the people of those coun-
tries will be financtally embarrassed, and it
would certainly pay the growers here to get
rid of more of their fruit on the Jocal mar-
ket with higher prices than to confinue with
the oversea market. Tf that were done, there
would not be such a demand for cases as is
apparent at present.
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I quite agree that it is desirable to retain
the markets oversea and fo extend our sales
there in future. But under present-day condi-
tions the loeal market is of great advantage
to the growers who would be well advised
to foster it. Another aspect of the system
of controlling apples and pears is the enor-
mous quantity of fruit that goes ic waste.
I have heard of ewts. of fruit that fall from
the tree never to be picked up but merely
plonghed in. T have been told by railway
men that, when running through the Darling
Ranges in the apple season, theyhave asked
& grower for half a case or a sugarbag full
of fruit and they have been told that they
cannot get any because the fruit belongs to
the Apple and Pear Board and growers are
not allowed to sell any. There are orphan-
ages and other charitable Institutions where-
in there are thousands of inmates, and surely
some co-ordinated effort conld be made
whereby fruit counld be sent to them.

Mr. Hoar: A lot of that is done now.

Mr. BRADY: I am glad to hear that
Then again, if the price of fruit were to
drop there would bhe a much greater con-
sumption not only in the metropolitan area
but elsewhere. 1 do not think the country
people are getting the best out of the sys-
tem of distribution in vogne at precent. If
the hoard were to embark upon a publicity
campaign and establish agents in country
eentres, a lot more fruit would be sold. I
am sure some system eould be evolved
whereby the people in the outback areas
and on the Goldfields could he encouraged to
purchase greater supplies. Certainly the
housewives in the metropolitan area could
be given greaier considerafion, which would
lead to much greater sales of fruit. Alter-
natively, the board could appoint agents in
suburban centres whereby the loeal butcher,
baker or groeer could deliver froit to the
homes and avoid the necessity for women
having to carry supplies to their families.

In the Press from time to time ecitrus
growers insert adverfisements seeking to
encourage people to buy more oranges or
lemons. I have seen nothing of that deserip-
tion, apart from a little publicity at ecountry

. shows and at the Royal Show, with regard
to apples and pears. I think it would be of
ijnestimable value to the industry if some-
thing of the sort were done. I should say
it was mueh preferable to buy a few pounds
of fruit for a few pence than to spend 10d.

or 1s. 6d. per 1b. on meat, The industry is
of such importance to the State's economy
that the Government would be well advised
to do everything possible to encourage it.
Fruit is a cheaper item of diet for the people
than many others, It is most beneficial from
a health point of view and I have in mind
the old saying: “An apple a day keeps the
doctor away.” I think that is generally
appreciated by everyone, young or old,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: What do .they say
gbout onions?

Mr. BRADY: That may be left until we
are dealing with the Onion Board. We ecan-
not stress too much the valwe of fruit as
a part of the pecple’s diet. Then again, I
would like to see the board encourage the
sale of pears. When the lorries go about
the metropolitan area apples only are sold.
The people would appreciate the opporten-
ity to buy pears just as they ean buy apples
under the present system.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: There are two pairs
here that we would be willing to sell cheaply!

Mr. BRADY: Yes, I think the Labour
Party would be quite wiling to sell them,
though, possibly, on ocessions they might
prove of assistance. I am glad that the
Minister has submitted this legislation to the
House and I hope that before the end of
1950 the Government and its supporters will
see to it that some co-ordinated system is
evolved so that the people of the metropoh-
tan district, industrial centres, mining and
rural areas, will have the benefit of cheap
fruit.

MR. BEOAR (Nelson) [5.52]: T would
like to add my few words in support of the
continuance of the marketing scheme for a
further 12 months. I do not look upon it as
a method of bhegging on the part of the
growers from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. T bélieve that if that Government
had been certain that its own constitutional
powers were beyond challenge, neither the
Bill under discussion nor that dealt with last
vear would have heen presented to the State
Parliament. T am positive that the Common-
wealth Government appreciated that during
the difficult period in the early years follow-
ing upon the war, it was necessary to give
substantial support to the industry to ecarrv
it on until it was considered stable enough
to operate without his assistance,
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Mr. Marshall: Why cannot the industry
stand on its own feet now?

Mr. HOAR: That question is affected a
great deal by the condition of the fimber
industry. We know quite well that the oper-
ations of the board last year showed a profit.
‘We do not know how much it was, but we
recognise that it cost the Commonwealth
Government nothing and therefore the tax-
payers would not be ealled upon to shoulder
any expense. There is every indication that
a similar result will follow on thiy year's
operations. If we were to ask the industry,
because of the timber deficien~y within the
State, to import 500,000 cases and to finance
that uodertaking before the eroy is ripe, we
would demand a great deal froim it. That is
the position it is in today.

Mr. Marshall: Don't bark at nie. I asked
you a civil question!

Mr. HOAR: And I am giving a civil
reply. . .
Hon., ¥. J. 5. Wise:

uncivilly,

\
It was asked

Mr. Reynolds: Not in a ¢ivil way at all.

Mr. Marshall: The hon. member is snap-
ping away like a pekinese pup!

Mr. HOAR: I suppose this is what is
called the Marshall' aid! While on the sub-
ject of cases, if the fruitgrowers themselves
want to break away from this scheme which
is assisted by both the State and Common-
wealth Governments, it behoves the State
Government, to do everything in its power to
speed up the production of fruit cases. That
iga subject in which I am particularly inter-
ested and which T have dealt with on numer-
ous oceasions, both on the Forests Estimates
and when speaking on anything in connec-
tion with the fruitgrowing industry, What
concerns me today is not that the Govern-
ment is not aware of this position, because
I know it has plans in hand to augment to
a considerable extent the production of fruit
cases in Western Australia. In faet, it has
plans for a new fruoit case mill at Pember-
ton based on the eutting of timber by blades
rather.than by saws, thereby saving an enor-
mous amount of timber as a result of the
non-production of sawdust.

What I am troubled about is that these
plans are not proceeding quickly enough.
In my opinion, unless a solution to the fruit
case position can be found within the next
12 months, the frauitgrowers themselves may

[ASSEMBLY.]

again have to appeal to the State Parliament
to seek assistance from the Commonwealth
Government because of their financial posi-
tion and the necessity to import sc many
cases. I think myself that this is the greatest
drawback today to the fruitgrowers standing
on their own feet, as the member for Murechi-
son mentioned a few moments ago.

I believe the marketing arrangements in
most other prespects are favourable to the -
fruitgower. I do not doubt that the majority
of them wonld prefer to stand on their own
feet if they felt it was safe for them to make
the attempt; but knowing the diffieulty with
which they are faced because of the impor-
tation of such large quantities of fruit cases,
they feel justified in appealing to this Pai-
liament and to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to act as a financial agent in guaran-
teeing payment for those cases, the cost of
which will be recouped from the sale of
apples at a later date.

I would urge upon the Minister to do all
in his power to speed up the establishment
of the new mill at Pemberton. It has not yet
even heen started. The cutting of karri tim-
ber by the knife method has been demon-
strated, T believe snccessfully. Tt only re-
maing for the Government to get busy with
the job of constructing thizs new mill in or-
der to ensure the fruitgrowerg economic sta-
bility so far as ecases are concerned. Onee
that is done, the State will be in a position to
supply all the cases required, not only in the
apple and pear industry but in all other in-
dustries needing eases. Unless that is done,
and with some speed, the fruitgrowers next
year will be, if not ir the same position as
they are today, at least very close to it, I
have pleasure in supporting the Bill.

MRB. YATES (Canning) [6.3]: I have a
few words to say on this Bill, which 1 am
pleased to support. When introducing the
measure the Minisber mentioned the number
of cases required for the marketing of apples
and pears. He said that 1,500,000 would be
needed to case- the production this year.
The eost of locally-made cmses is roughly
1s. 8d. each; bat it is a different story when
it comes to makihg purchases oversea in
order to sugment the supply to ensure that
the industry will have enough cases to market
its produet. I believe the oversea charge is
approximately 100 per cent. more than the
charge. for the loeal case. That leaves me
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wondering whether something cannot be done
by the Apple and Pear Board, or by the
growers themselves, to form a combine to
manufacture the cases required for the in-
dustry. Unguestionably, the future of the
apple and pear industry in this State is
assured. It has been amply demonstrated
that the industry is progressing under the
control of the Commornwealth through the
various measures that have been introduced
from time to time.

*

The growers themselves favour this
measure and that faet is sufficient proof that
they are happy under the control of the
board. Tt has also been pointed out that
during the season a eertain minimum instal-
ment is paid to the growers for their crop
which enables them to carry on until sueh
time as the whole ¢rop has been marketed.
From the balance of the return is deducted
the cost of marketing and the remainder is
paid to the growers. The groweérs are quite
satisfied with this arrangement, as has been
evidenced hy the various resolutions passed
at their annual conferences. Therefore, the
majority of them are in favour of this form

of marketing, R

There are, however, one or two matters
that could be discussed and probably altered
that might assist the public, and in turn the
growers, to obtain a greater security for the
marketing of these produets. I was re-
cently talking to a businessman - from the
Goldfields who has been dealing in fruit
for the past 40 years. He said that eertain
types of apples were sent to his district
that would not be sold in the metrapolitan
area, which led him to the opinion that the
poorer quality fruit also 'went to other
eouniry centres. YWhether that was owing
to the fruit being affected by a certain type
of disease- which would not permit of its
being sold in the metropolitan area, 1 do
not know; but the apple in question is nat
sold in the metropolitan area. Tt is of in-
ferior quality to those sold in Perth. T gdid
not take down the particulars at the time
and consequently may be a little astray in
my faets, but I shall be glad if the Mmnister
would assure me that the same quality fruit
is being sent to the country districts as is
sold in Perth.

~Mr. MeColloch: Poor fruit at a high
price!
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Mr. YATES: I agree with the hon. mem-
ber. The price charged in country districts
is higher than that charged in Perth.
Country people are at least entitled to have
fruit of the same: quality as that which can
be ohtained in Perth. The Minister told the
House that one-third of the total crop is
sold within the State, -the balanee being
marketed oversea. It is most important for
the welfare of the grower that the oversea
market be maintained. We also appreciate

.and realise that the best possible fruit must

be sent oversea in order to retain that
market, but I wonld like portion at least of
the best fruit to be kept in the State for our
own consnraption. Publicity should be given
to the fact that at various times of the year
some of this high quality fruit which is ex-
ported can be purchased in our own shops.
Mention has been made on numerous occa-
sions in this House of the poor quality
apples displayed in shop windows in Perth
and the high price charged for them.

If one cares to drive down the South-
West and visit the orchards, one ean see
beautiful fruit being cased at picking time;
but it is rarely that one sees that type of
froit in the shops in Perth. The industry
has a great future and every encouragement
should be given to the growers at all times
to expand it. A fsctory has heen established
in my electorate that is producing some of
the finest jams, pickles and saunces. These
compare favourably with the best of these
products in the Eastern Statess 1 know
another company which is contemplating
establishing a branch in this State, so that
it may share in purchasing from our growers
sufficient fruit and other products to enable
it to erect a factory for a similar purpose.

I am convinced that under the able diree-
tion and advice of the experts of the Agri-
cultural Department our growers will not
only continue to improve their produects but
will eventually eradicate the diseases that
have had such a detrimental effect on the
industry, We cannot spend too mueh money
on research-in order to assist the growers.
It is up to the Goveryment to see that the
best possible adviee is given to those en-
gaged in this industry and thus help the
export trade fo continue even more success-
fully than in the past. The member for
Guildford-Midland told the House of the
various methods of making deliveries in the
metropolitan area. ¥ think the fruit sold
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by the Apple and Pear Board from time
to time in the various suburbs iz surplus
fruit, because those sales are made only at
certain times of the year. I may be wrong,
but all of a sudden we see carts or vans
driven round the metropolitan area from
which apples are sold to the public at a
reasonable price. The purchasers, however,
must go to the vans and take with them
their own bags or receptacles for the fruit.

It would not pay to sell the fruit from
home to home, as the cost of labour wounld
be prohibitive. This scheme of suburban
sales initiated by the board has paid divi-
dends, but I consider it could be greatly
improved. While some suburbs in the metro-
politan area have been served from iime to
times, others have vof. I shggest that the
scheme should be co-ordinated so that the
whole of the metropolitan area is evenly
served and so that all the people may bene-
fit by the sale of cheap apples, without hav-
ing to go too far to procure them. I have
nothing more to say on the Bill, which I
have pleasure in supporting.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

! a

THE MINISTER FOR FORESTS (Hon.
R. R. McDonald—West Perth—in reply)
[7.30]: I am indebted to members for therr
ghservations ‘on this Bill. I agree, with
the member for North-East Fremantle, that
it is a pity more of those entifled to
vote on this question did not express their
views, and I accept his analysis of the rea-
sons why the vote was not of large pro-
portions. I have been told by the member
for Albany, in whose distriect so many
apples are produced, that in fact the pro-
portion of growers that voted for the
scheme would represent ashout 80 per cent.
of the State’s production in this direction.

Mr. Hill: That is probably right.

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: In
other words, it is the responsible people, who
have their capital and future sunk in the in-
dustry, who have expressed the desire that
the marketing legislation should be con-
tinued for a further year. The observations
of the member for North-East Fremantle
and the member for Nelson in recard to fruit
cases arp fundamental—as they said—to the
difficulty with which the industry is at pre-
sent confronted, The State Saw Mills pro-
duce about two-thirds of the fruit cases used
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in this industry at the present day. The
case mill at Pemberton will aim at a pro-
duetion of 1,000,000 cases per year. A slie-
ing machine has been aequired and tested;
a bhand saw is on order, but delivery may
not take place for perbaps another 18
months, although every effort will be made
to expedite if. Preliminary work is about
to commence on the site of the case mill in
the next two or three days.

I assure the member for North-East Fre-
mantle and the member for Nelson that the
Government is fully seized of the urgent
importance of stepping up the operation
of that mill in order to make more adequate
provision for the fruit cuse requirements of
the industry. I will be glad to bring the
remarks of the member for Guildford-Mid-
land and the wmember for Canning, in rela-
tion to the retail sale of apples through the
hoard, before the notice of the board, as
they contain a number ¢f constructive sug-
gestions. One of the main difficnlties ahout
the case mill at Pemberton has been the
shortare of lahour. That is one of the chief
difficulties encountered there. I am indebted
to Mr. H. E. Soothill, who has been vice-

‘chairman of the Apple and Pear Board, for

some information about matters raised by
members in the eourse of this debate.

The prices of apples at Kalgoorlie, men-
tioned hy the member for Kalgoorlie, have
been as reasonable as the board could pro-
vide. The fixed price laid down by the
board is the same at Kalroorlie as at Perth.
The extra cost of freight to Kalgoorlie is
absorbed by the board from its ordinary
revenues. I have here a list of the
authorised priees at Kalgoorlie, which
I shall be glad toc bhand to the hon.
member for his information. He also sug-
gested that we should not subsidise oversea
trade as against local consnmption, and I
have with me figures that T think will assure
him that that is not aecurring. For the cur-
rent year, 1949, the estimated average net
wholesale price per case of apples for local
consumption is shown at 11ls. 5d., and the
comparable price for export apples is 16s.
11344.

Mr., Styants: Is that oversea price net?
The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: It is
an f.o.b, price and the figures are as nearly

romparable as possible. As an indieation
of prices T have been informed by Mr. Soot-
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hill that on the 19th of this month in New
South Wales, where there is no marketfing
scheme, apples were sold at 46s. per case
wholesale, which is 1s. 2d. per lb. at whole-
sale rates. Our figures compare favourably
with those. For this year, there will be no
call on the revenues of the Commonwealth
beeanse the proceeds of the marketing
scheme will meet the advances, and it is
estimated that the revenues will leave ‘a sur-
plus for the producers. The same experi-
ence is expeeted for the apple pack of 1950,
which is the subjeet of the Bill now before
the Honse. In reply fo the Leader of the
Opposition, who made some observaticns on
a matter of constderable importance, I wish
to state that the industry has shown an en-
couraging upward trend.

In 1948, the apples packed in this State
amounted to 981,000 cases. In 1949, the
current year, the figure has risen to
1,390,000 and for next year the estimated
pack of apples is 1,550,000 cases, which is
the highest since the record year of 1938.
The greatest problem will be to aequire mar-
kets for our expanding produection, and that
is why the oversea markets are of such im-
mense importance to the stability of the in-
dustry. T am advised that it has always
been the case that some apples are not mar-

- keted but are left on the gronnd. This may
appear to be a waste, but from an economic
point of view it is not. Either the apples are
of the wrong quality or the difficulties of
labour and cost involved in their marketing
prevent their being an economie proposi-
tion. P : :

For this year's apple pack, something like
250,000,000 apples and pears will be separ-
ately picked and then separately packed,
which means that number of separate opera-
tions. Thirty-four million nails will be re-
quired. for the current pack of apples and
pears and will be driven into 17,000,000 case
bhoards in order to contain this year’s pack.
Those figures will indicate to members the
amount of labour involved in the marketing
of the product of this industry,

Hon. F. J. 5. Wise: Bert Soothill must
have had a lot of time in which to eount
those nails.

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: I
think his figure would be correct, within a
dozen or so, with his usual aceuracy.

[94]
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Hon. P. J. §. Wise: And his usual in-
dustry.

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: Yes,
his usual industry. As the member for Nel-
son said, this is not a subsidisation scheme,
but means only that in view of the diffi-
culties involved—particularly in relation to
fruit cases—the financial ability and the
organisation that can be afforded by the joint
efforts of the Commonwealth and the State
are being used to enable the erop to be
marketed to the best advantage. It is not
a call on the taxpayers, but simply makes
available to the industry for the 1950 pack
the machinery resources that can be af-
forded through governmental action.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committes, ete.

- Rill passed through Committee withont
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

" Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil. . )

BILLS (6)—BETUBRNED.

1, Fisheries Act Amendment.
With an amendmgnt.

2, Companies Act Amendment (No. 2)..
With amendments.

3, Coal Mine Workers (Pensions) Aet
Amendment (No. 2).

4, Reserves (No. 2).
5, Road Closure (No. 2).
6, Industrial -Arbitration Act Amendment
{No. 2). .
Without amendment.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

The PREMIER: I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be sus-
pended as is necessary to enable the Loan Bill
and the Pig Industry Compensation Act
Amendment Bill to be read a third time at this
sitting,

Hon. F. J. 8, WISE: It is just as well
we do not indulge in the ohstructionist
tacties that the Premier so offen aceuses us
of adopting. In this instance, Mr. Speaker,
I will not ask for your ruling becaunse youn
would have to rule the motion out of order.
It is interesting at this stage of this session
that the Premier should move such a motion
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which requires an absolute majority which
he will not have if we choose to divide the
House. Ii is an extremely interesting posi-
tion and, not knowing what is in the Pre-
mier's mind--
The Premier: Are you in a mischievous
mood?
- Hon. F. J. §. WISE: —I think it must
snggest that the Loan Bill will leave this
Chamber tonight. !
The Premier: I am hoping it will.

Hon. F. J. 8, WISE: If that is the Pre-
mier’s intenton I do not want to dampen
either his hope or his ardour at this stage.
As long as it is your ruling, Mr. Speaker,
I have no objection io the motion,

Mr. SPEAKER: T have counted the
House and assured myself that there is an
absoldte majority of members present. I
‘declare the question duly passed,

Question thns passed,

AUDITQR GENERAL’S REPORT.
' Section “A7 1949.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received from
the Auditor General a copy of Section “A”
of his report on the Treasurer's statement
of the Rublic Accounts for the finaneial
vear ended the 30th® June, 1949. Tt will be
laid on the Table of the House.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That is a funny one,
is it not?

BILL—PIG INDUSTRY COMPENSA-
TION ACT AMENDMENT,

Read a third time and fransmitted to the
Council, .

MOTION—STATE FORESTS.

To Revoke Dedication.

THE MINISTER FOR FORESTS (Hon.
R. R. M¢Donald—West Perth [7.48]: I
move—

That the proposal for the partial revocation
of State Forests Nos. 16, 35, 39, 50, 51 and 53
laid on the Tahle of the Legislative Assembly
by command of His Excellency the Governor
on Tuesday, 27th September, 1849, be carried
ont.

This .is the customary revoeation as is Te-
gquired under the Forests Aect for the ap-
proval of Parliament ‘to the excision of
State Forests from certain areas. There are
six areas concerned with a tota] of 357 acres

(ASSEMBLY.]

involved and this small excision is from
State forest which eontains approximatel
3.4 million acres. Two of the six areas ar
by way of exchange, The proposals fo
these excisions, as recommended by th
Conservator of Forests, are shown in cer
tain plans which have heen laid on th
Table of the House for the information o
members. ’

The first is situated about 10 miles wes
of Harvey and invelves approximately 3
acres of non-forest country applied for b
the adjoining landholder who, because of |
swamp, is unable to fence portion of th
eastern boundary of his property and thi
smal] additional area will enabie bim to ep
close his property with the requisite bousd
ary fencing.

Area No. 2 is about 18 miles south o
Nannup. There, approximately 70 acres o
State forests are to be exchanged for 7
acres contained in Nelson Locations 121
and 5598 as an extension to Dickson Fores
Settlement.

Area No. 3 is about half a’'mile east o
Collins siding. Approximately 108 neres o
cut over country have been applied for by !
nearby settler, The area forms portion o
a forest lease and is partly improved, an(
there appears no reason why this settle
should not be allowed to acquire this par
ticular area of which he already has a
authorised lease,

Area No. 4 is about two miles north o
Mundaring Weir. Approximately 500 acre
of poor forest country adjoining the roa
and railway have been applied for as
suburban lot, and no value for forestry pur
poses can be attached to this land whiel
would justify a refusal to allow it to b
made available for disposition as a subur
ban lot.

Area No. 5 is about 12 miles north-wes
of Narrogin. Approximately 55 acres i
three sections are to be exchanged for por
tion of Williams Loecation 12572 compris
ing about 40 acres. The reason for the ex
change is that the area to be acquired by
the department is good mallet planting
conntry, and its aequisition would also con
siderably improve State forest boundaries

The last area is sitnated about three mile:
west of Yornaning. Approximately 80 acre:
have been applied for by an adjoining land
holder to provide access and link two part:
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of his«property. It appears to he a matter
of reasonable assistance to the landholder
to allow him to have this piece of land, but
it also has the advantage that it will result.
in an improvement of the forest couniry in

that area. Those are the particulars of the
areag which, in the aggregate, total 357
acres.

Hon. I, J. S, Wise: I think, 392.

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: I am
told 357; at any rate it is under 400 acres.
In two cases there is an exchange and the
Conservator has informed me that the ex-
cisions can be made without prejudice io
our State forests,

Question put and passed.

On motion by the Minister for Porests,
resolved: That the resolution be transmit-
ted to the Legislative Council ‘and its econ-
currence desired therein,

BILL—LOAN (No. 2). £11,720,000.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 20th September.

HON. F. J. 8. WISE (Gascoyne)
{7.55]: This Bill is one which sometimes
passes with little comment and sometimes is
an opportunity for members to say all the
things they have omitted to say in the course
of a session. It is also the endorsement of the
Legislature for the spending of Loan money
within the severa| clauses of and schedules to
the Bill, T gives members an opportunity to
speak on any subject and any department
controlled by any Minister who may have
had the handling and spending of Loan
money. !

The Premier: Is this a threat?

Hon, F. J.°S. WISE: I think it is neces-
sary, now that we have the Auditor General’s
statement on public accounis which we did
not have when the Budget was introduced,
and which was the usual complaint of mem-
bets opposite when they were on this side
of the Honse—

Hon. J. T. Tonkin:
Deputy Premier.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: —for me to speak
at considerable length to enable some of my
colleagues to examine those aceounts, Speak-
ing in an extremely serious vein, I am cer-
tain that it is almost bringing such a matter
to a point of ridicule to have tabled the
document at all in this House. It was a gen-

Especially the
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eral complaint of members opposite that
unless they had the statement of public ae-
counts they ecould neither -effectively
analyse the Budget, nor get any idea of the
trend of the Auditor General's complaing in
serutinising the spending of public moneys.

I think that in this almost indecent rush
to cover on the part of the Government it
has avoided much crificism which rightly
should have been levelled at it, and indeed
it has avoided many other responsibilifies—
not only the responsibilities associated with
the reporting to Parliament by Minigters but
the handling by it of legislation which has
been promised by if, and which was fea-
tured Over two years ago as being of vital
necessity to the public life of Western Aus-
tralia. There will be no attempt whatever to
honour any promiseg relating to the Legis-

lative Conncil franchise. There will be no:

attempt whatever to dgal with such matters
as the Vermin Act and the required amend-
ments or to deal with eertain matters that
shonld be ihe outcome of Royal Commissions
and Select Commiftees appointed months
ago. I refer particularly to the Select Com-
mittee on the fishing industry. I am won-
dering whether the lateness in the presen-
tation of that report is deliberate because of
suggetted legislation being unweleomed by
the Government. Al those things refiect no
credit on the Government in its handling
of the affairs of state ecither in or out of
Parliament.

It is quite understandable that Ministers

have an anxiety to get into recess and the
anxiety inereases from day to day. The eriti-
cism indulged in by supporters of the Gov-
ernment on such guestions as housing, even
though 2 time limit had been imposed, gave
it an indication of the critical attitude those
members would have adopted had they been
given an opportunity to diseuss public
problems. Bu¢ neither side had that oppor-
tunity; no attempt was made by the Pre-
mier beyond quoting the number of hours
availzble to members. Deliberate was the
attempt and purposeful was his desire to
ensure that members had no chance to deal
with such departments as those conirolled
by the Attorney General.

One of the most important things affect-
ing the lives of the community is the scan-
dal attending the administration of price-
fixing. There is an absolute burden and im-
p051tmn on the people, and, instead of giv-
ing effect to a motion carried in this House,

-
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the Premier says he intends that the two
members anxiows to contest Federal seats
shall have their position unchallenged. In
effect he says, “We have determined that
this session shall be moulded to suvit them.
We have arranged our affairs from the
beginning so that the Government ¢an sue-
cessfully go into recess, and, if by-elections
are held—I Qoubt whether they will be—
Qearry on with a minority.”” That is the atii-
tude adopted by the Government and it is a
miserable attitude. 4

It is very interesting to recall that the
Minister for Housing has decided to retire.
One must say that his retirement will cause
a tremendous gap in the ranks of the Gov-
ernment, It will take away perhaps the most
substantial prop the Government has; it will
take away the keenest adviser the Premier
bas in his Cabinet; it will deprive the Gov-
enment of such experience and mature
judgment that the Premier's anxiety mot to
face Parliament without bhim is readily
understandable.

All the anticipations as to who might re-
place him bring in their train a lot of prob-
lems to the Government. Here we have
eXxperience, ability and lengthy serviee such
as in the case of the member for Geraldton.

The Premier: Now yon are getting into
a really misehievous mood.

Hoen. F. J. 8. WISE: We have an abso-
lutely disappointed member in the person of
the member for Beverley, who left one Party
because he did not get ministerial office, and
is likely to leave his present Party because
he is not going to get it.

Hon. J. B, Sleeman: Who will get it%

Hon, F. J. 8. WISE: The member for
Irwin-Moore almost feels his ministerial
wings sprouting. The filling of this vacancy
in the Cabinet will not be carried out—as
the Liberal Party prescribes for everyone
else—by secret ballot. The position will
not be filled by ballot at all. The seeret
ballot is all right for the other fellow, but

is not of much use for the Government be- '

canse the wrong person might emerge.

Let us take the case of the Honorary
Minister! When on this side of the House,
she was one of the first four in the Liberal
Party upon whom we could always rely for
a speech on questions of public interest.
No matter who was affected or what the
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subject of public moment might be, she
said what she thought. But now we have
no speeches from the Honorary Minister.
Ske has not made a speech this year. I
wonder why this silence, In answer to an
interjection, the Premier stated that the
Honorary Minister was doing a great job.
Y think he has since changed his mind.

The Premier: Not a bit of it.

Hon. F. J, 8. WISE: Well, we shall see.
The Honorary Minister, on joining the
Cabinet, was almost relegated to the back-
ground unfil she was able to arrange for
a little seat by herself in the corner.

The Premier: She is not by herself.

Hon. F. J. 8, WISE: She has been given
an opportunity by the sinecure of an office
she holds—no department representing a
Vote on the Estimates. If I were in the
mood, I could draw on my imagination just
to conjecture what might happen when the
position of the Minister for Housing or any
other gap in the Minisiry has to be filled.
] ean quite understand the Minister for
Works looking miserable, hecause there can

"be no selection from his Party. I can under-

stand the member for Geraldton, in spite
of his long experience and faithful service,
being overlooked, and of the younger brigade
of able men in the Country Party not hav-
ing a chance, irrespective of ability.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Where are they?

Hon, F. J. 8. WISE: We shall see just
how earnest the Premier is with regard to
the Honorary Minister. If the Premier
wonld take advice from me—

The Premier: Let us hear you.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I do not want
to be rude and mention those who have no
chance whatever. I would not do that on
any acconnt. ’

The Premier: You are in good form to-
night.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: If I drew on my
jmagination, I eould frame a list of no-
hopers, and it would he a very long list.

The Premier: Do not say that.

Hon. F. J. 5. WISE: I could also con-
centrate on the possibilities which wonld
exclude some of the popular tips for the
filling of the vacancy, It will be a very
interesting development. We shall gee just
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 how ecarnest the Government was in its
ingistence on having a woman in the Cabinet.

Hon. J, B. Sleeman: It would not put
a woman on the Milk Board.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: We shall see
whether the silenee of the Honorary Minister
is one of chastened hopes and intense dis-
appointment, beeause it must be said to her
credit that when she was not in the Cabinet
she cared not which side of the House she
castigated when in the mood to do so:

A very inferesting position has arisen
owing to the silence of members on the
Government side, Almost all but one—the
Mukinbudin marvel—was silent until the
“gag” was applied, except on private mem-
bers’ days when he was a sort of amateur
trial and no-one ventured to indulge in any
suggestion of eriticism or reform of the
Government. So we have the anxiety of
the Premier to ensure the member for Mf.
Marshs!l and the member for Middle Swan
still being members of some Parliament.

The Government, in a very undignified
way, has decided, judging by the Premier’s
motion, that this shall be, if not the last
day of sitting, the penultimate ome. Thus
we have reached a stage when the Premier,
without any feeling that the publie is being
shamefully treated, decides that there shall
be no sitting of the House after this in order
to preserve the skins of the two would-be
Federal members, and the duration of the
Yife of his Government. He also says
in effeet that, as there will he
an election between this sitting and the
next, there is quite a possibility or. even more
than a pdssibility, that this Parliament will
not meet for nearly nine months. Ts that
fair treatment of the publie? I am sure that
even the member for Sussex is blushing be-
canse of that,

This is a matter that the Premier, by
design, has arranged. T shall take every
opportunity of ensuring that the public gets
a full realisation of the position. The Pre-
mier spoke about the lengthy speeches on
one or two oceasions, which he himself de-
sired to have because he would not agree to
an adjournment. An adjournment was
sought several times, but he wanted to listen
to members on this side of the House and
insisted that they continume, irrespective of
the disabilities imposed upon the members
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of the staff of Parliament. This disgraceful
running for eover was cleverly depicted by
the cartoonist in the “Sunday Times” last
week-end. It was a very clever certoon
divorced from any polifical viciousness or
bitterness., I am sure that the Premier mnst
have felt very pleased with the agility
aseribed fo him in the picture.

I do not wish to delay the House by speak-
ing in a vein that is not serious. I had a
lot to say in criticism of the Government
both on the Revenue and on the Loan Esti-
mates. The amount of money provided for
in the Loan programme cannot be spent.
The Government is competing with private
industry and enterprise for materials so
urgently needed in the reconstruction of the
country, challenging housing and other pro-
grammes in the market for materials and for
labour, The need for Government spending -
with due regard—as I have before stressed
very strongly—for the ability of loan under-
takings to be on a basis of returning at least
some income for interest repayments, is one
that has passed unnoticed by this Govern-
ment,

As T said hefore when discussing the Loan
Estimates, this Bill represents the endorze.
ment by Parliument of amounts to be spent
from Loan moneys and the Estimates of de-
partments withoyt revision by Government.
I would say to this opulent Treasnrer—wko
has had money for nothing, money without
asking for it, and the spending of public
money when the spiral of costs is at its
height and wher the searcity of laboar is
at such a high point in our history—that
the Government desires to embarrass the pro-
gress of this State by stultifying-the efforts
of people engaged in industry who will re-
quire both the labour and materials that the
Government is so anxious to absorb.

Naturally T will sepport the Loan Bill.
1 would support it if it were for double the
amount on the understanding that the money
was to be spent on reproductive loan under-
takings; that it was to be spent in develop-
ing this heritage of Western Aunstralis with
its natural resources. As I have often sajd
in this Chamber, one objective of all
Western Australians should be, not neces-
sarily from Loan but if possible from grants
from the Eastern States of Australia, to
tap the resources of ihe country, and wealth
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should be taxed wherever it is to be found,
to develop the latent national resources of
our great State.

In endorsing this Loan Bill, I would say
to the Premier that if he is to have an oppor-
tunity to introduce the next Loan Bill into
this Parliament, I hope he will review the
Budget tables, which show, without any
words of expression heing necessary, the
serious burden and impost Likely to be placed
on this community unless reproductive loan
works ave fostered. I support the Bill.

THE PREMIER (Hon, D. R. McLarty—
Murray-Wellington—in reply} [8.18]: I
think that at least during part of the time
he was speaking the Leader of the Opposi-
tion was in a facetious mood. But when he
was not in that mood he made a few siate-
ments to which I feel I must reply.

Mr. Graham: We would like your obser-
vations on some of his earlier statements.

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman re-
ferred to the promises of the Goverament.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: They made a few, did
they not?

The PREMIER : Yes; and that is not un-
common to any leader of a Parly when
making an appedl to the people. I would
remind members—

Mr. Fox: Some have the inteption of
carrying out their promises!

The PREMIER: Yes, Al Governments
go to the country with the intention of
carrying out their promises. I do not think
the people are disappointed because this
Government has not been able, up to date,
to carry out all the promises it made. But
T do think we have gone well along the road,

and T am nuite content to let the people

judge how far the Government has sueceeded
in that direction. )

Mr. Mavshall: You are not prepared .to
go to the people. Why make a statement
Yike that?

The PREMIER : We will go to the people.
There is no dodging that issue. Perhaps we
will not go to them as soon as the hon. mem-
ber would like us to go. I do not mind the
interruptions of the hon. member. In fact,
because of my personal regard for him, T
am glad to know that his health is evidently
improving.
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Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The Premier will not
go to the people one day earlier than he
has to.

The PREMIER: An Opposition worth its
salt will go to the people at any time.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: A frightened Gov-
erament will not go to the people until it
has to.

The PREMIER: The Government is not
frightened.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: A Government not
worth its salt will avoid going to the people
as long as possible.

The PREMIER: The Leader of the Op-
position has complained about the laek of
time given to him and his supporters to
get what information they desired.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That is not what I
said.

The PREMIER: I thought the hon. mem-
her did. I thought he was complaining
again. I have been delving into statistics
and could prove the number of hours taken
on the Budget and spent in other directions.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: You would be better
employed doing other things.

. The PREMIER: I found on delving fur-
ther into figures that over 700 questions have
heen asked this session.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: One cannot get
replies by letter from Ministers.

The PREMIER: I do not think the Op-
position has fared badly.

Mr. Rodoreda: How many answers werg
given?

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: How many cor-
reet and truthful ones? Quite a Iot were
not.

The PREMIER: I think members have
had answers to their questions, If they were
not satisfied with one answer—

Mr. Graham: They got another!

The PREMIER : —they could ask another
question and get another answer. Evidently
they kept on asking until they were satis-
fied.

IHon. A. A. M. Coverley: In some ca3es
the second answer was a contradiction of
the first.

The PREMIER: XNo!

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: Yes!
prove it,

I ean
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The PREMIER : The Opposition has had
a pretty good go with questions. I think
that the Oppeosition set out this session te
break records in certain directions.

Mr. Rodoreda: Like the Government!

The PREMIER: Yes. This Government
has broken a few records—very good records.

Hon, A. H. Panton: Especially With re-
gard to Standing Orders!

The PREMIER: The Leader of the Op-
position made reference to housing, I fully
agree with the remarks he made about my
colleague, the Minister for Housing. Per-
haps later this evening, or tomorrow, I may
have something further to say about that.

Mr. Graham: Make it this evening!

The PREMIER: I do not think the hon.
gentleman can complain seriousty of his lack
of opportunity to diseuss the housing posi-
tion. A great deal of time has been taken up
with this question—an important question
I admit—during this session. On the Esti-
mates, full opportunity was given for the
discussion of housing. Apart from that, we
had diseussions earlier during the session;
and, of course, numerous questions have
been asked on that subjeet.

Mr. Styants: We have not had plenty of
opportunities to discuss railway matters on
the Railway Estimates.

The PREMIER: The strongest language
used by the Leader of the Opposition was
his referenee to the ‘‘price-fixing seandal.”’
I believe that in regard to price-fixing the
States have done a good job. .

Mr. Hegney: For whom?

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: The public do not
think so.

The PREMIER: T am not alone in that
opinion because Mr. Finnan, the Price-Fix-
ing Minister in the Labour Government of
New South Wales, has expressed the same
views.

Hon. A. H. Panton: He does not live over
here. He is not a housewife over here.

The PREMIER: I am certain that the
people of Western Australia are pot any
worse off than the peopie of New South
Wales.

Hon. A. H. Papton: Why should they he?

The PREMIER : The hon. member inter-
jected that Mr. Fipnan did not live over
here.
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Mr. Styants: Why did you take the price-
fixing officials away from Kalgoorlie?

The PREMIER: If difficnlties are aris-
ing at Kalgoorlie—

Mr. Styants: Arising! They have been
going on ever since the officials were taken
away.

The PREMIER: If difficulties have arisen
at Kalgoorlie or there are anomalies, the
Government will see what ean be done to
rectify them. I have heard members com-
Flain about what is happening at Kalgoor-
ie, and if we can get some time to attend
to administrative duties, I promise mem-
bers we will look into the position there.

Mr. Kelly: Prevention would have been
better than eure.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: You will be busy if
you attend to administrative duties.

The PREMIER: As the Leader of the
Opposition knows, they are an important
part of ministerial life. In regard to
prices, there is a tendency for inereases to
take place not only in this Commonwealth
but throughout the world. Economic con-
ditions are such that many of them are’
unavoidable,

Mr. Marshall: You are learning fast;
there is no doubt about that.

The PREMIER: I am telling the hon.
member something which is a faet. Price-
fixing is diffieult to handle. Tt does not
matter where one goes, he is faced with
rising costs. The British Labour Govern-
ment is facing this problem and we see al-
most daily references in the cables to the
trouble it is experiencing.

The Minister for Lands: You ecannot
have -a 40-honr week without inereased
costs.

The PREMIER: There have been many
factors which have played a part in in-
creasing costs, faetors over which this Gov-
ernment has not any control and factors,
too, over which the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment would not have any control.

Hon. A. H. Panton: We are glad you
bave altered your mind since that day you
had your finger up!

The PREMIER: No, I have not.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Yoy said at that
time—
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The PREMIER: I told the people they
would be very unwise to agree to the per-
manent transfer, of powers to the Common-
wealth in regard to price-fixing. Had the
Commonwealth Government asked for
powers for a specific period, I believe the
people would have agreed.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Are not those factors
the same as those which caused prices to
‘‘rise with Wise’'?

The PREMIER: Oh! I repeat—

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: How about answering
the question?

The PREMIER: The rise in prices is
not the fault of this Government because
we have not control. What control have we
over imported goeds?

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: You are funny!

The PREMIER: I repeat that, taking
an over-all view of price-fixing, this State
and the States generally have done a good
job.

Mr. Marshall: What good job has the
Honorary Minister done?

The PREMIER: Reference has heen
made to the Honorary Minister. She has
done & good job.

Mr. Marshall: Too right!

The PREMIER: I am glad the hon. meny-
ber has admitted it. It has taken him a
long time.

Mr. Fox: Are you going to reward her?

Hon, A. H. Panton: Up goes that finger!
Look out!

The PREMIER: If the hon. member
waits for a few hours, he will see. The
Leader of the Opposition has pointed to
different members who, if given Cabinet
rank, would have the necessary ability. I
admit that I am surrounded with ability.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: We do not mistake
affability for ability, you know.

The PREMIER: I have no doubt that
whogver comes into the Ministry will have
the ability to carry out the important duties
devolving upon him.

Mr. Hegney: Do you bhave to make the
selection yourself?

The PREMIER: I de not know anyone
more capable,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: No secret ballot!

Mr. Marshall: He is not suseeptible to
feminine charm, that is one thing!

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: The Leader of the Op-
position said that the public had been
shamefully treated.

Hon, P. J. 8. Wise: That is right.

The PREMIER: I do not think the public
is losing a minute's sleep about if.

Hon. A. H. Panion: No, we are losing
most of it.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
right, The public is being fairly treated
by this Government. The Leader of the
Opposition said he would tell members of the
public about us when he goes on the huat-
ings. I shall tell my story, too.

Mr. Marshall: They are awake to you
now.,

The PREMIER: Time will tell which of
us they will believe. '

Mr. Oliver: Why not make it your swan
song?

The PREMIER: No, no swan song. The
question that no doubt the Leader of the
Opposition will see that receiving wide pub-
licity is that eontained in his concluding
remarks when he referred fo the loan pro-
gramme and the need to encourage private
industry and other organisations outside the
Government to spend at a time like this, and
thereby save the Government from spending.
He also said it was not the time for the
Government to be competing with ountside
interests with regard to materials, labour,
ete. Now, I agree that, wherever possible,
industry should be asked or eneouraged to
expand at a time like this, and so save
Governments, But I ask the hon. gentle-
man this: Tn what direction does he suggest
the Government should cut out or ent down
expenditure?

Mr. Fox: Wipe out the Legislative Coun-.
eily for ane.

The PREMIER: Ch!

Hon. A. H. Panton: That makes you
groan.

The PREMIER: Would he suggest that
we should reduce expenditore on water sap-
plies? The other night the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition advocated o further ex-
penditure of public moneys on water con-
servation, and I think he was right.

Hon. A. H. Panton: We shall be on a
flat rate in future.
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The PREMIER: Would the Leader of
the Opposition suggest we should cut down
expenditure in the rehabilitation of our rail-
ways? Or on electricity which is taking an
enormous amount of money? Or on public
works generally, schools, hospitals and the
like 7 Or on industrial development, harbour
works, and so on?

Hon, F. J. S. Wise: How much of the-

£12,000,000 do you think you will be able
to spend?

The PREMIER : The Leader of the Oppo-
sition is asking me an exceedingly difficult
guestion.

Hon, P. J. 8. Wise: I know that.

The PREMIER: The works provided for
in the loan programme are all essential and
should be carried out as quickly as possible.
It is the wish of the Government to get on
with them, A considerable amount of
money is already earmarked.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: To pay some of my
bills in connection with the South Fre-
mantle power station.

The ,PREMIER: Some of the oversea
bills are considerable and we have to pro-
vide the money on thesp Estimates. There
iz a careful regard for the spending of
public money, and only those works con-
sidered to be essential are being carried
out. I wonder what the loan programme
would be if the Government agreed to all
the suggestions made by members of Parlia-
ment? The twelve and a qunarier million
pounds would not be nearly sufficient.

Hon. ¥. J. S. Wise: Do you remember
some of the things you suggested when yon
sat over here?

The PREMIER: Yes, and all soundly
based, buf not always accepted. I do not
know that I need say any more. I assure
the House that in regard to the expendi-
ture of public money, every c¢are and
serutiny will be exercised.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Mr. Hill in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Power to raise money for cer-
tain purposes:

"~ find out.
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Hon, A. A. M. COVERLEY : The Premier
in reply to my leader castigated this side
of the House for asking questions. He
concluded his remarks by saying that all
expenditure would receive every care and
serutiny.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! This clavse
deals only with the power to raise money
for certain purposes.

Hon, A, A. M. COVERLEY: 1 think I
shall be able to connect my remarks with
the clamse. I asked so many questions be-
cause I was seeking information on the De-
pariment of Native Affairs. To get the
correct information I had to ask one ques-
fion on three occasions.

The CHAIRMAXN: Order! The Depart-
ment of Native Affairs comes under Heve-
nue, not under Loan. This clause deals
with the power to raise money for certain
purposes,

Hon. A. A, M. COVERLEY: There is
money here to be expended on hospitals
ete, for natives. On three occasions I at-
tempted to get certain information, but
each time I was given a misleading or un-
truthful answer. I make it cléar that I do
not blame the Minister for the answers be-
cavse he gives information which is sup-
plied to him. I ask the Premier, in view
of the three questions I asked and the
answers I received, whether he is prepared
to put into operation his promises of
serutiny and of careful attention to finance
by appointing a local magistrhte, or some
other person in anthority, to make inguiries

‘into these questions,

On the 17th August I asked a question
with respeet to tazi hire by departmental
officers. The answer was that it was £144.
I repeated a similar question on the 1st
September, well over a fortnight later, and
the answer was £122. Yesterday I asked
whether it was & faet that over £500 had
heen expended, and the answer was, No, T
am inp a position to know that that state-
ment is not eorrect; that more than £500 has
been paid. Whether these answers are just
a trick, or whether they are given beeanse
the officers of the department do not know
their business, or whether they are a deliber-
ate attempt to mislead the Chamber, I do
not know, bnt I would like the Premier to
We should be able to expect a
truthful answer to questions asked in this
Chamber.
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hen.
member is geiting away from the clanse.

Hon. A. A, M, COVERLEY : I submit to
your roling, Mr. Chairman, but I ask the
Premier whether he is prepared to appoint
8 ‘magistrate or some other responsible per-
son, locally, to inquire into these questions:

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I draw atten-
tion to Item 29 in the First Schedule—
«Native Hospitals, Depots and Seitlements.”
I suggest the hon. member leave his remarks
until that item is before us.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY : I submit to
your ruling, Mr. Chairman.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: There
is no need to appoint any outside person to
inquire. The question raised by the mem-
ber for Kimberley will necessitate my
making my own inguiries to satisfy myself.
I feel convineced that a reflection has been
cast upon permanent senior officers of the
department that the hon. member did uot
really mean to cast.
plied by the aceountant of the department
to the Commissioner, who sends them on fo
me. They are related to different periods
and might well have varied in their amounts.
They refer to visits of different officers. The
officers responsible for the answers to the

questions—the accountant in partienlar—.

have been honourably employed for years in
the service of the department and I am con-
fdent that the information they supplied
was, to the best of their knowledge, entirely
vorrect. However, I assure the hon, member
that I shall personally inquire into the
matter.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Premier made
some reference to promises when he was
speaking. One in which I was vitally in-
terested oceurred fo me, and I draw the
Premiet's attention to it because he has for-
gotten all about it. He promised encourage-
ment to secondary industry, and the ap-
pointment of State trade commissioners.
Where are they?

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: They are not ap-
pointed.

The Pramier: I still think the suggestion

to appoint State trade commissioners is &
good one.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: But the Premier
promised to appoint them. This Govern-
ment has had a full term of office.

The figures are sap- .
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The Premier: The difficulty has been to
supply the goods.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Premier
apparently is finding some difficulties.

The Premier: Anything we can produce
is taken without any diffieulty.

Hon. J. T, TONKIN: It is remarkable
that the previous Government, living under
war conditions and the aftermath of war,
was expeeted to do so much, whereas this
Government, which should have known of
the conditions obtaining, promised so
much.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Reckless promises!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Premier urges
as an excuse that there are difficulties.
Surely the Premier knew there would be
difficulties, but he said he intended to
appoint trade ecommissioners. It would be
a very good thing if the Premier did some-
thing more than think about it. I want to
remind the Premier that that was one of the
many promises he has completely forgotten.

The Premier: No, not forgotten.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: They were made
for the purpose of getting votes at the
time, but the Premier had no intention of
putting those promises into operation. I
have a list of those promises in front of
me, .
Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: There are 147 of
them.

Hon. J. T. TONKIX: And I thought I
should remind the Premier of at least one

- of them to give him something te think
- about.

- Clause put and passed,
Clauses 3 to 6—agreed to.
First Schedule:

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: I would like some
information from the member for Albany
or the Premier as to the differences im the
plans for Albany harbour compared with
the previous arrangement. I am referring
to Item 7.

The PREMIER: The total estimated
cost for the Albany harbour works is
£1,190,000, There is also provision for a
boat slip at Albany which will cost
£15,500. The total expenditure to the 30th
June, 1949, was £6,3Q2 on harbonr improve-

' ments, and £1,308 on the Albany boat slip.

The Estimates for 1949-50 are £74,000 on
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harbour improvements and £4,192 on the
Albany boat slip. As members know, this
is part of the scheme for the provision of
8 harbour at Albany which will prove
adequate to cater for the produce coming
from its back country. Also, it is part of
the decentralisation plan which we all hope
to see put into effect.

Mr. Hoar: What does the member for
Bunbury think about that?

Mr. KELLY: I want some information
on Item 12, water supply for towns gen-
erally.
people in the ontback areas. Can the
Premier give us any details as to when the
Jat rate will be implemented?

The PREMIER: Members were so con-
fused last night when they voted on the
motion concerning a flat rate that I am
sure they did not know what they really
wanted. The motion was carried only last
night and the hon. member must under-
stand that the Government has not yet had
time to consider it.

Mr. GRAHAM: Item 14 deals with sew-
erage and drainage, Perth and Fremantle.
.Some months ago, I made representations
to the Minister for Works about the sew-
ering of a portion of East Perth, situated
less than one mile from the Perth Town
Hall. This area is not supplied with this
modern facility and I would like to know
from the Premier, in view of the under-
taking given to me at the time by the

- Minister for Works, whether that partien-
lar job is inclnded in the amount in
Ttem 14. :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
work. like & number of other similar works
‘in the metropolitan area, is necessarily
delayed more than normally would be the
ease. This is hecause of the lack of piping.
If it were possible to receive all the piping
we reqnire, theré would be no-complaints
nbout delays. 1 ecan assure the hon. mem-
ber that as soon-as we have the piping this
job will be attended to. 1 condition that
remark bv stating that there may be other
jobs which are more urgent than that. But,
as far as T can see, there will be no undue
delay. If the hon. member wants any
further details I will arrange to get them
for him.

The PREMIER: Sums of £21,000 and
£17.800 are vrovided on the F-#mates for
sewerare in the Perth areas. Tust exactly

Estimates.

This is a vital question for the
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in what part of the cily the work will be
undertakén I do not know, but those
amounts are provided for sewerage in
Perth.

Mr. GRAHAM: I sought information
because I have a letter over the signature
of the Minister promising that that work
would be ineluded in this year’s Loan
It may happen that it is in-
cluded in one or other of the two sums
mentioned by the Premier.

The Minister for Works: It is not
separately listed here, but 1 imagine it
would be included in one or other of those
amounts

Mr. HEGNEY: I would like to ask the
Premier, or the Minister for Works, to
give me some information about Item 18,
water supply in agricultural and North-
West distriets. I want to know the pres-
ent position about the water supply scheme
for Port Hedland. I have made repeated
representations about the Turner River
scheme, and some time ago the Minister for
Works was good enough to reply to a
question of mine about the possible date
of completion. As far as I know, it still
has a long way to go, and only one mile of
piping has béen laid. I would like to
know the approximate date of compietion.
I am aware that there is difficulty in
obtaining pipes, and the Port Hedland
people must apparently suffer because
they are so far away from the nerve centre
of government. ' Can the Premier or the
Minister for Works give me an assurance
as to when it will be completed, so that I
may give the information to the people of
Port Hedland?

The PREMIER: The estimated total
cost of this scheme is £50,000, The expen-'
diture to the 30th June, 1949, for prelim-
inary work, was £232, The estimate for
1949.50 is the balance, which is £49,768.
The Minister for Works may be able to
give the hon. member more information
about the actual work.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
prineipal information has just been sup-
plied by the Premier. I would remind the
member for Pilbara that the situation at
Port Hedland, whilst undounbtedly deserv-
ing of the earliest possible attention, is in
precisely the same state now that it has
been in for the last 40 or 50 years. We
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have realised that to turn a deaf ear to
the pleadings of the people up there would
have been tantamount to saying goodbye
to the North-West, becanse Port Hedland
is nndoubtedly the capital of that section
of the State. A sum of £50,000 has been
set aside for this work, and that is a good
deal more than would normally be provided
for a town the size of Port Hedland.

Mr. Hegney: I only wanted to know
what progress had been made.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
¢an be no progress until we have the pipes.
It is regarded as an urgent job, and when
the pipes are available it will be carried out.

Mr. KELLY: Can the Premier give md
some information about Item 19, develop-
ment in mining, now that the devaluation
has brought about a bigger price for gold
in this State? Is it the intention of the
Government to use any of this £40,000 in
keeping its promise about the sulphide ore
treatment plant that was to have been
installed in one of the goldfields areas?

The PREMIER: I cannct supply that
information at present, but I would sug-
gest that the hon. member get in touch
with me and I will obtain the information.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: With regard to the
provision of £30,000 for. the devélopment
of agriculture, I ean hardly think that
this will cover a matter respecting which
I am inquisitive. I noticed in the Press
recently that the Government intends estab-
lishing bulk-handling faecilities at Albany,
There does not appesr to be any speeial
provision for the purpose, and I would like
to know if it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to go ahead with the proposition this
year or is provision to be made for it in
fhe future? Does the Government intend to
nge public funds for the installation and
then hand it over to Co-operative Bulk
Handling Ltd. or does the Government in-
tend to run the concern itself?

The PREMIER: I have not any informa-
tion dealing with the matter.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Does that mean that
you are not going to put it up this year?

The PREMIER: I am afraid I have no
information about the matter at all.

Mr, FOX: I potice that £30,000 is being
set nside for pine planting, purchase of
tand and ferest regeneration, Is it intended

[ASSEMBLY.]

to extend the pine plantation at Bibra Lake?
I suggest that the land there is too valuable
for utilisation along those lines, and there
is ample space a few miles further south.

The PREMIER : The Forests Department
is looking for land for pine plantation pur-
poses, and that is a progressive part of
its poliey. I shall bring the hon. member's
suggestion before the Conservator of
Forests so that he will know what the feel-
ings are in the distriet concerned. I do not
think it is likely that the department would
continue pine planting in a distriet where
any serious objection was raised against it.

Mr. RODOREDA : Can the Minister for
Native Affairs give me some information
about the item in the schedule setting out
that £10,000 was being allocated for native
hospitals, depots and settlements? Has he
any information to indicate whether any of
the money will be available for the erection
of suitable quarters where sick half-castes
or natives may be nursed at Roebourne?
In 1944 or 1945 a proposal was advanced
to establish a hospital there and it was in-
tended to shift buildings from La Grange
Bay and re-erect them at Roebourne. There
are & number of natives in that area and
at present the department is put to consider-
able expense in sending any who are sick
to the Lock hospital at Port Hedland. There
is difficulty at all times in arranging trans-
port. I frust some steps will be taken to
give effect to the proposal that has been
in abeyance for so long. T have a letter
from the matron saying that she and the
norsing staff are willing to nnrse sick
natives, but there is no building where they
can be housed. At present they are cared
for on the narrow verandah of the Roe:
bourne hospital at great inconvenience to
the matron and staif,

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE AF-
FAIRS: This matter has not been brought
under my notice so far with regard to hos-
pital accommodation for natives at Roe-
bourne. The hospital at Port Hedland is
looked upon as the centre for the treatment
of natives from that district. Recently a
certificated nurse has been sent to LaGrange
Bay for the purpose of trenting mnatives in
respect of illnesses that are not of a serious
character. The mobile workshop is operat-
ing in the northern areas for the purpose
of building accommodation for natives on
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reserves, partly to meet the needs of con-
valescents and those who go to townsites
for hospital treatment. I shall bring the
hon. member’s suggestion under the notice
of the Commissioner of Public Health and
the Commissioner of Native Affairs,

Mr. RODOREDA : Further to what the
Minister has said, the Department of Native
Affairs knows all about the subjeet to which
I referred and had plans prepared to go
ahead with it, but the threatened Japanese
invasion held matters up. I do not neces-
sarily mean the provision of a pative hos-
pital but have in mind some place where
the natives could be housed temporarily.
There are guite a few indigent natives in
. the vicinity, If a flying doctor plane were
available for the removal of sick natives
to the Loek hospital not much expense would
be involved, but under present cireumstances
it is very difficult. In view of the attitude
of the matron and the staff at Roebourne,
we should strain our resources o breaking
point fo provide the facilities they require.

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE AF-
FAIRS: The mobile workshop is at present
operating at Derby and T shall discuss with
the Commissioner of Native Affairs the pos-
sibility of using it in order to provide some
accommodation at Roebourne.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY : It is a fact
that the Department of Native Affairs had
in mind the erection of some buildings in
the vieinity of the hospital at Roebourne
to hounse temporarily natives who were in-
disposed. The war interfered with  the
scheme. The transfer of natives from Roe-
bourne to Port Hedland was most expensive
and the department had to call tenders from
persons possessing motor vehicles to eonvey
the natives to the hospital at Derby. It was
recognised that some temporary asecommoda-
tion should be provided because natives from
the surrounding stations often had to he
held at the Roebourne hospital for a week
or 50 until they could be taken to the native
hospital at Port Hedland. On occasions

half-caste women who were urgently in need-

of hospital treatment were accommodated at
the Roebomrne hospifal. It is nol a matter
of a permanent hospital but of temporary
accommodation. I would also remind the
Premier that in my electorate hospitals are
often some hundred miles or more apart.
In view of portion of the reply I received
from the Minister for Native Affairs, who
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said that the®truck belonging to the depart-
ment at Derby was unsuitable for patrols,
is he aware that recently Mr. Pullen, afier
travelling for some days in that truck, was
taken ili¥ In view of that fact, will the
Premier see that in futare the departmental
officers are provided with saloon cars so as
to avoid the possibility of iilness?

The PREMIER: I shall draw attention
to the suggestion made by the hon. member.
I understand the objective of the depart-
ment is to provide its officers with vehicles
that will enable them to get about as eom-
fortably as possible.

Mr. REYNOLDS: The schedule contains
provision' for £100,000 in connection with
the State Saw Mills, How and where is this
money to be spent?

The PREMIER : The Shannon River mill
will cost a total of £200,000. The total ex-
penditure to the 30th June-last was £05,405
and the estimated expenditure for 1949.50
is £60,000.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I should like to
know what the item “Welshpool Industries,
£50,000” is for and how it will be expended.

The PREMIER: I ean give the hon. mem-
ber all the particulars in regard to these
industries. The foundry for Chamberlain’s
Industries is estimated to cost £175,000. The
expenditure to the 30th June of this year iz
£135466; the estimated expenditure for
1949.-50 is £20,000, The total estimated cost
for the purchase of machine tools is £139,000
and the estimate for new works for 1949-50
is £139,000. The total estimated cost for the
purehase of equipment is £5,000, and the
estimate for 1948-50 is £5,000. For the in-
stallation of a 1,000 kilowatt generator plant
the estimate is £3,000.* That is the proposed
expenditure for 1949-50,

Mr. NEEDHAM: As to item, “State
Hounsing Commission—Capital, £750,000,” T
would like the Premier or ‘the Minis-
ter for Housing to give the Commit.
tee some information in regard to brick
production. T bhad intended to try to
obtain this information when the Reve-
nue Estimates were being discussed, but the
guillotine fell and that precluded the Min-
ister from giving it on tha oecasion. I
understand that it is proposed to build an
additional State hrickworks. The Minister
also recommended that an officer of the State
Brickworks should be sent oversea to obtain
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the fullest information possible in regard to
modern systems of briek production, but we
have not yet had his report. In view of the
shortage of bricks, which is retarding fhe
house-building programme, will ‘the Minister
give the Committee information on these two
points?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: A
short report reached me a day or so ago

from Mr. Elston, the manager of the State’

Brickworks, who has visited England, but 1
have not had the opportunity to digest it
During his visit he examined brickworks and
made contact with brick machinery makers
and experts both on the Continent and in.the
Trited Kingdom. Following his visit, orders
were placed by him, and confirmed by the
Government, for £50,000 worth of English
machinery, to be delivered at the earliest
possible moment. The engineers of the Pub-
lie Works Department and of the architec-
tural branch are at present examining the
site for the purpose of recommending what
steps should he taken for the erection of the
building and the installation fo receive the
machinery. The view of the State Housing
Comamission, which appointed a special
Materials Sub-Committee, was that it would
be ‘quicker to enlarge and assist the existing
brickworks than to commenee a new briek-
works. Accordingly, substantial sums and
assistance by way of machinery and plant,
together with technical advice, were made
available by the Government to a number of
brickworks to enable them to expand their
production. One brick works, which a few
months ago was produeing 25,000 bricks a
week, is now producing 230,000 bricks a
week. Its former fall in production was due
to internal dissension among the partners.
Another brickworks, which was produecing
80.000 bricks a week is pow produecing
120,000 bricks a week. We hope that the
volume of production will eontinue and show
a further satisfactory expansion. The pro-
duction in 1945 was 66 per cent. of the pre-
war produetion; it has risen at the present
time to 111 per cent. of that production.

Schedule put and passed.

Second Schedule:

Mr. NALDER: Would the Minister tell
the Committee whether any decision has yet
been made regarding the calling of tenders
for the Lake Grace hospital? This matter
has heen deferred for quite a considerable
time.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
not the precise information. The last oc-
casion on which I was interested in this hos-
pital was about a fortnight ago and I then
told the hon. member that no acceptable ten-
der had been received.

Mr. Nalder: Have tenders been called?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS; Yes. I
shall be pleased to make the necessary in-
quiries and let the hon. member have the in-
formation tomorrow,

Schedule pot and passed.

Third Sehedule, Preamble, Title—agreed
to.

Bijll reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Thirg Reading

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty—
Murray-Wellington) [9.24]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

MB. BOVELL (Sussex) [9.25]: I do not
wish to delay the passage of the Bill, but
I wish to refer to Loan moneys that have
been spent gince Responsible Government in
1890. As members are aware, owing to the
redistribution of seats, the Sussex electorate
will disappear.

Mr. SPEAKER This is new matier. We
are now dealing with the third reading.

Guestion put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.
1, War Service Land Settlement (Neoti-
. fieation of Transactions).
2, Pig Industry Compensation
Amendment.
Without amendment,

Aect

BILL—WHEAT INDUSTRY STABILISA-
TION ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Council and read a first

) time.

BILL—MAREETING OTF EGGS. ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

' Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon,
L. Thorn—Toodyay) [9.27] in moving the
second reading said: This Bill is introduced
to provide for all producer representatives
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on the Egg Marketing Board to be elected by
the producers themselves. A deputation from
the Poultry Farmers' Association waited on
my colleague, the Honorary Minister for
Agriculture, and requested that their body
should be allowed to elect the majority of
the producer’s representatives on the board,
The board consists of, six members. Two
members are nominated by the Minister to
represent the consumers; one nominated by
the Minister to represent the producers; two
are elected by the producers themselves, and
the remaining member is an independent per-
son who aects as chairman.

The Association proposed that there shounld
be fonr producers’ representatives, iwo con-
sumers’ represenfatives and a chairman,
However, the Government did not agree to
this proposal to increase the number on the
board, but offered to forgo the right of the
Minister to nominate one of the producers’
represeniatives. The producers would then
be able to elect {heir three representatives
instead of only two.
selves have asked for this right, to whielf the
Government bas agreed. The Bill provides
that the change-over shall take place when
the term of office of the producer-representa-
five nominated by the Minister expires on
the 2nd April, 1932. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. J. T. TONKIN (North- East Fre-
mantle) [9.30): I hope this Bill will not be
agreed to hecause, if it is, it might do serious
damage to the Egg Board in this State and
to the industry. When the legislation was
originally framed and provision was made in
it for three producer-representalives, very
careful thought was given tosthe question of
whether the whole of the three producer-
representatives shonld be elected or whether
the Minister should have opportunity of en-
suring that at leest one of them would be a
man with sufficient backbone and courage to
stand up for what he believed to be right,
despite any pressure that might be plaeed
upon him by interested parties.

In Vietoria there was a board that was
producer-controlled and it got the Egg Board
there into such a sorry mess that the Gov-
ernment of that State had to take action
and appoint a person to exiricate the board
from the position into which it found itself.
The reason for its failure was that the pro-
docers on the hoard could not withstand the

The producers them-
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pressure from those who elected them and
they acted not in the best interests of the
board and the country, but in line with the
pressure brought to bear on them.

It is rather significant that in South Aus-
tralia a Liberal Government resolutely
refnsed the request to give the pro-
ducers a majority of representation
on the Egg Board of that State. That board
is one of the most sueeessful in the Com-
monwealth and is appointed by the Govern-
ment and nat elected at all, One of the real
dangers that I see from this amendment is
that, if agreed to, it would result in the Egg
Board of this Staje being conirolled by the
Armadale branch of the Pouliry Farmers
Association. There are at present on the
board two producer-representatives who have
been elected and it is significant that both
of them are members of the Armadale branch
of the association.

It is easy to see how that has come about.
The Armadale brench, being the strongest,
isin a pomtlon to give the greatest support
to persons who nominate from that distriet
and, although a considerable number of eggs
are produced in other parts of the State—
apart from. the metropolitan area—it will
be impossible for those other districts ever
to have an alected representative on the
board. The pesition will be that the producer-
representatives on the board will always be
members of the strongest branch, as the pre-
sént set up shows clearly, the two producer-
representatives today being members of the
Armadale branch, which is the strongest
branch. We know what pressuore can be
brought to bear by interested parties on their .
representatives. Just imagine.the situation
in which the producer-representatives will
find themselves if the policy of the board
makes it clear that an inereased amount of
money should be paid into the stabilisation
fund, owing to the difficulties that are bonnd
to arise, and that inereased amount will mean
that an additional levy will have f{o be im-
posed on the producers! What chance would
there be of having such a levy imposed?

The egg producers, like other taxpayers,
are looking for a reduction in taxation and
not an inerease. “They would not be pleased
with representatives who advoecated an in-
creage in the stabilisation fees and, beeanse
all the representatives would be dependent
upon the support of members of their braneh,
they would be disinelined to take. the right
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action. They would prefer to take the risk.
In other words, they would curry favour
all the time with members of their owm
branch. As an example of that I will gquote
what happened quite recenily with regard to
a proposal for the establishment of an egg
grading floor at Geraldton.

It was obvious, after some inquiry, that the
establishment of a grading floor at Gerald-
ton would be of decided beneflt to the pro-
ducers in that area and to consumers. When
that propesal came up for discussion by the
Egg Board the producer-representatives—
who were elected—were opposed to the
establishment of that floor, but the nomin-
ated producer, the man who is not dependent
upon the support of any partienlar branch,
bat who is on the board beeause he has been
nominated by the Minister, saw virtue
in the proposal and advocated it. Owing to
his action in supporting the proposal he was
severely criticised by the other producer-re-
presentatives and their smpporters, the pro-
ducers in their particular area.

"Had all the producer-representatives been
elected representatives, the decision to estab-
lish a floor at Geraldton would never have
been made, but, because the nominated pro-
ducer-representative was not afraid to take
the right action and supported the proposal,
it was made the subject of further inquiry
and a visit was paid fo Geraldton by the

secretary of the hoard and the nominated’

representative. As & result of a meeting
of interested persons ecalled at Geraldton, it
was made abundanily elear that the estab-
lishment of an egm grading floor at that
centre was maost desirable, and action will
be taken in the near future to establish it.

Although, in principle, it is quite right to
say that we should allow the persons who
produce a commodity to have the greatest
say in what shall be done with their pro-
duct, it does not always work ouf that way
in practice, heeause persons who are elected
to such positions are sometimes elected not
becanse they have any special administra-
tive gbility, but because they have about
them a peculiar friendliness, are good mixers
and have the knack of gaining snpport. The
persons who make the most noise and often
advocate the most impossible things some-
times get the support of those whom they
seek to represent and, when they get into
reaponsible positions, cause serious trouble
by their irresponsible actions.

[ASSEMBLY.}

The example of Victoria stands out in
stark relief. The producers had a majority
of representation on that board and it was
in faet a producer-controlled board. It is
the worst board in the Commonwealth and
it got into such a Anancial mess that the Vie-
torian Government had to appoint somebody
to take the control out of the hands of that
board, in the interests of the producers gen-
erally. I repeat that in South Australia,
where there is a Liberal Government and a
number of attempts have been made by pro-
ducers to get a producer-controlled board,
the Government has resolutely refused to
make any alteration to the board, which is
a nominated board and not an elected one.

The producers ought to be satisfied if they
have ot least half of the representation drawn
from their ranks, because the imporfant
thing is to ensure that the producers’ angle
is properly represented, and that is sttained
if at least half the representation consists of
persons who have been smecessful in the in-
dustry. Of the three producer-representa-
tives on the board in this State today, one is
a man who has spent a lifetime in the in-
dustry. He has made a complete suecess of it
and has made sufficient money from poultry
farming to give him complete independence.
He has been in the industry from the incep-
tion and he is the nominated producer-rep-
resentative. Because he at times takes a line
that is contrary to that desired by interested
producers, they critieise him, but he is a man
of strong cbaracter, who is prepared fo
stand up for the eourse that he believes to be
right. Tp to the present he has had senerity
of tenure and so he has not had to bow to
the demands of interested parties.

That is all to the good in a board that is
controlling £75,000 worth of assets, He is
a man who can bring to bear the producers’
angle, but he does not have to act in the way
that interested parties endeavour to force
him to act. Such a man will not do anything
contrary to the interests of the producers,
because he himself is still a producer and he
has a thorough knowledge of the industry.
He will refnse to be pushed along because
certain interested parties want to increase
the price of eggs or reduce the amount to
be paid into the stabilisation fund. Pro-
dacers are only human, just as are the con-
sumers, and, if they can get more for their
product than they are getting, they will try
to secure that higher return.
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It is understandable that, if we have s
majority of producer-representation on the
board, thai majority will be out to do the
best it ean for the-section it represents, re-
pardless of the effect of such action upon
the consumers or upon the commnunity gen-
erally and so we will not have the same re-
sistance against importunities for increased
prices as we will have if one of the producers
is & man who is able to retain his position on
the board so long as the Minister is satis-
fied with the work he is doing. When the
Minister appoints a member to the board he
does not do so because he wants to render a
disservice to the producers or the consumers.
It is becanse he wishes to appoint & man of
stability, knowledge and experience, who
will improve the efficiency of the board to
which he is being appointed. How else can
anyone guarantee that at least one of the
producer-representatives will be a man suf-
ficiently qualified to play an important part
as an administrator?

We know what can happen at elections.
‘We are aware that frequently changes ean
take place during the life of the Egg board
of Western Australia and that there have
been changes in the producer-representa-
tion. Tt is easy for a man who is ont, and
is prepared to make promises as to what he
will do to improve the conditions of pro-
duncers to put out a man who has resisted
demands being made upon him by producers.
How long would a representative last on
ihe Egg Board if he were continning to vote
for the retention of a stabilisation levy and
continning to vote against an inereased price
if the prodacers were clamouring for just
the opposite Why, at the very first election
the man would lose his position on the board
and would be replaced by someone who
promised that the first action he would take
when appointed would be fo reduce the
stabilisation levy and have the price in-
creased!

I think we ought to prevent that from
happening in the interests of the producers
themselves because, if the board ultimately
fails and if ifs work is seriously interfered
with, it will be the indusiry generally that
will fail. The egg marketing legislation has
given stability to the pouliry-farmer. It has
guaranteed a regularity of retarn for those
engaged in the industry. It has provided,
for those who have sought this method of
livelihood, a guaraniee that their’ produet
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will be aequired from them at a fair and
reasonable price. But the pressure is always
on to get more; that is perfectly natural. It
must be expected to be so. There ought to
be somebody there who ean resist the pres-
sure quite fairly and squarely to ensure that
the consumers are not exploited. Thers must
be maintained a reasonable balznee, other-
wise prices will get completely out of hand-

So long as the producers’ viewpoint has
adequate, expression I think that is as muehk
as they have a right to expeet. This board
of six, as constituted at present, has two
consumer-represenfatives, a chairman nom-
inated by the Minister, a producer nominated
by the Minister, and two producers elected
by the prodneers themselves. So that three
out of six are genuine producers who will
bring to all the diseussions the genuine pro-
ducers’ angle, but the important thing is at
present that one of those three is not bound
to yield to outside pressure if he thinks that
the course which is being advoeated is not
the right one to take in the interests of the
industry. But the two who are elected cannot
take the same strong stand hecause they
know quite well that, if théy do anything
that will upset those who elected them, they
will be off the board at the following elec-
tion. So the patural tendemcy is for sueh
representatives always to yield to the pres-
sure which is being imposed on them,

But what makes this proposition worse
i that it will result in all producer-repre-
sentatives eoming from one arean. They will
all be members of the Armadale poultrv-
farmers, because that is the strongest branch
and the two producer-representatives on the
board who have been elected both come fromr
that branch. As they have the sirongest
branch they will vote for their own members.
It is only necessary for three members to be
nominated from that branch and they are
certain of elecHon. So the upshet of this
legislation is that henceforth the Egg Mar-
keting Board of Western Australia will be
eontrolled by producers who are members
of the Armadale branch. In other words it
will be controlled by the members of the
Armadale branch of the Pouliry-Farmery’
Union and, whatever the poliey is, they will
determine it.

Mr. Shearn: Can you say how long the
Sonth Australian board has been in opera-
tion?
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Hon. J. T. TONKIN : Yes, the same length
of time as bas the Western Australian
board, because previously the Common-
wealth, during the war period, had control
of egg marketing and there was a deputy
controller in each State. When the Common-
wealth regulations eeased to have force and
effect, each State had to take separate action
to set up a board which took the place of the-
Commonwealth controller. Just as we set
up 2 board in Western Australia, the same
action was taken in Queensland, Fasmania
and Victoria. We can only go by ihe re-
sults that we have obtained and we have
done excellently in Western Australia. With
our set-up we have gequired substantial
assets and we have a strong siabilisation
fond able to meet any emergency.

There has never been any suggestion of
weakness in the policy of the hoard—and I
have read the report on the matter—but I
do know that the producer-controlled board
in Vieteria was a complete failare, and
eaused such coneern to the Government
there that it had to take action to appoint a
person to assume control in order to put
the board on its feet.

The Minister for Lands: Yeu mean New
South Wales.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No, it was Vie-
ioria.

The Minister for Lands: I thought it was
New South Wales,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Whereas in Sonth
Australia where it eonld be expected and it
would be certain the same pressure would
be on from producers, the Liberal Govern-
ment has steadfastly refused to change the
set-up of the board which comprises nom-
inated members. So I am surprised that the
Government here should introduce this
measure because, after all, there is a res-
ponsibility upen us to leck at the industry
generally and to take such action as we feel

is right in the interests of the State. It would -

be quite the popular thing for me, more es-
pecially with an election coming on, and
with everything to gain and wnothing
to lose, to say, “Yes, I will throw my weight
in with the producers, and I will give my
wholehearted support to this request that
all the producers should be elected.” But
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I would be recrearit to my trust if I did that
because I know from my experience else-
where and from what has transpired in this
State, that such action would be quite
wrong.

‘While the Minister is in a position to
select a genuine producer he can guarantee
that he has a man there who has sufficient
courage and knowledge to stand with the
chairman ang take the right eourse of ac-
tion. During my term as Minister I never
had occasion to consulf any member of a
board whp had been appointed by me, and
I dare say the Minister at present has never
kad oceasion to call his nominated member

. before him and to suggest a line of poliey.

I do not know, but I venture to say that that
is the position; that the Minister has never
been dissatisfied with the producer-nomin-
ated member and has never had to suggest
to him the line of policy whieh he ought to
follow. I know the policy which the nom-
inated producer member has taken has been
taken of his own volition, beecause he be-
lieved that such course of action was the
correct one and he has the strength to take
such action. Me has the knowledge that he
does not owe his appointment to the popu-
lar favour outside, but that so leng as be
does his job acording to his lights the Min-.
ister will be satisfied to retain him as his
representative.

- I say te the Minister that that is a far
happier position to be in than to have a
board where the members are such as they
might he c¢bliged to yield to popular elamour
and take action which would be most detri-
mental to the board in general. It is
only storing up a heap of trouble to take
this action, and the Government ought to be
strong enough to resist this request because
in the cireumstances it is not a proper one
in the interests of producers generally. This
board has given great satisfaction. It is
true that the producers have been dissatis-
fied from time to time because they have not
had a higher price for their goods and they
have been dissatistied, too, from time to time
because they have had to pay money into
the stabilisation fund. But the board is
there to do what it can in the best interests
of the industry and I think it has done an
excellent job, and its present sound financial
position reflects that.
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If eggs are dumped in this State from
other Stales and the price is threatened as
a result, what is the safeguard for the pro-
ducers in Western Australia? It is the
stabilisation fund whieh is built up by -the
contributions of the producers themselves,
and that will be their guarantee that they
cannot suffer severely if the production of,
- eggs inereases in other States and dumping
takes place.
that will be paid into a stabilisation fund;
it is there for their complete benefit. So I
trust that the Government will not press on
with this amendment beeause it is not im the
interests of producers; it is not in the in-
terests of fhe State. It is only being intro-
dnced, as the Minister has said here and as
has been said in another place, beeause pro-
ducers asked for it. That is the only reason
given.

The producers have asked for it because
they feel that the producer-representative
who is on the board as the Minister’s nomi-
nee is not coming sufficiently their wey and,
if he is changed and substituted by a man
whom they can elect, then they will get a
higher price for their eggs and pay less into
the stabilisation fund. I know what I am
saying will not be popular with them and if
1 want to take the easy course T need not
say that, but T repeat I would be recreant
to my trost if T did not point ont the danger
which lies in the course the Government pro-
poses to take. It will be remembered that
an extremely drastic alteration Wwas made to
the Milk Board in Wegtern Australia. That
was a board which had on it prodneer-repre-
sentation. The Government introduced legis-
lation to set up an enfirely new board and
to take the producers off it, and what was
the answer the Minister gave when he was
questioned upon it? The answer was that
the new board would be more efficient.

Mr. Ackland: Are not the functions &f
the two boards different

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: No; the functions,
are to acquire the product and attend to its'
marketing. Those are the functions of all
the commodity boards in this State—to pro-
vide for the proper marketing of the pro-
duct, whether it be onions, potatoes, eggs, or
milk—so that there shall be some statutory
anthority charged with the responsibility of
properly organising the distribution of the
product and ensuring a fair return for the

¢

They mnever lose the money ,
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producer. Just as the Milk Board gave
stability to the producers of whole-milk, just
as the Onion Board has done the same for
onion-growers and the Potato Board for
potato-growers, so the Egg Board has done
for the poultry farmers.

Had the Egg Board fallen down badly on
its job and taken a line of action detrimental
to producers, I could understand the desire
to make an alteration, but the board has
demonstrated its superiority over most other
Egg Boards in the Commonwealth. It has
definitely established its superiority over the
grower-controlled board of Vietoria. Con-
sequently, I feel that the action proposed is
not the right one to take, and I hope that
the Government will not persist in it. If it
does, I am certain it will rue the day, because
the ‘position will be that the produéers out-
side will call the tune to which the hoard will
be obliged to dance, and in a very short time
we shall have the Egg Board being controlled
by the Armadale branch of the Poultry
Farmers’ Association. That would be a
most undesirable state of affairs in any in-
dustry. What would be said if one branch
of wheat or grape growers in a particular
area was in a position to determine the
policy for everyhody?

If the Government remzins adamant in its
intention to proceed with the Bill, I suggest
that provision should be made at least for
zones to guard against all the representa-
tives ~oming from one place and to ensure
that men shall not put their heads together
and see that their friends are elected to
carry out a certain policy. This could be
guarded against by setting up zoves and pro-
viding that one representative shall come
from each zone. It is too late to give con-
sideration to that, and I think it would be

“far better if the Government did not pro-

ceed with the Bill but allowed the matter to
receive further consideration,

Hon, F. J. 8, WISE: I move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and division taken with the
following result:—
Ayes
Noes .. . . ..

Il 2R

Maiority for ..
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AYES.

Mr. Coverley Mr. Nulsen

. Fox Mr. Oliver
Mr. (raham Mr. Panton
Mr. Hawke Mr. Read
Mr. Hegney Mr. Shearn
Ar. Hoar Mr. Steeman
Mr, Kelly My. Styants
Mr. Marshall Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May * Me. Triat
Mr. McCulloch Mr. Wise
Mr. Needham . Mr. Rodoreda

{Tellor.)
Nozs,

r. Ackland Mr. Murray
Me. Bovell My, Nalder
Mrs, Cardell-Oliver Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Cornell Mr. Perking
Mr. Done; Mr. Raynolds
Mr. Grayden Mr. Thora
Mr., Hall Mr. Waits
Mr. Hill Mr. Wild
Str N, Keenan. Mr. Yates
Mr. McDonald Mr. Brand
Mr. McLarty

{Tellcr.)
Motion thus passed. ’

BILL—FOOTWEAR REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT. '

Returned from the <Couneil
amendment.

with an

BILL—FISHERIES ACT AMENDMENT.

Councit’s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister
for Housing (for the Minister for Fish-
eries) in charge of the Bill

The CHATRMAN: The Council’s amend-
ment is as follows:’

Clause 10—TIngert after the word ‘‘prin-
eipal’’ in line 24, page 4, the following:—

Provided that wheré an agent or servant
suceceds in recovering from his employer the
amount of fine and costs in which he has been
mulet, no conviction shall be recorded against
him.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: If an
agent or servant can show that he was not
aware of committing an offence, he may
recover the amount of the fine and costs
from the prineipal. There are two diffi-
culties that the Council seems to
overlooked. The whole provision deals
with a conviction, and that is the founda-
tion upon which the agent or employee has
the right of aetion, and I do not know of
any means by which a conviction eonld be
expunged. Further, the amendment means
that if he recovers the money, the convie-
tion is to be expunged, but if he ecannot
recover it, the convietion must remain.

have
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That seems to me quite illogical because
if there is to be the removal of a con-
vietion from the records, that removal
should not depend on whether an employer
can be made to pay or nof. Al such ser-
vants or agents should have equal treat-
ment. One man, able to recover his costs
and fines from his employer, should not
be in a more favourable position than a |
man who without fault on bhis part is not

* able to do so.

Mr. Kelly: What would constitute a
reason for his not being able to recover the
money ?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: It
might be that the emplbyer could not pay,
being 2 man of no substanee, or had
levanted, or something of that kind.

Mr. Kelly: Highly improbable, I should
think.

The MINISTER. FOR HOUSING: It
might not be. The amendment, although
well designed; to my mind is not logical,
and I do not see why it should be inserted.
T move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couaeil’s
amendment not agreed to.

Resolution reported and
adopted. .

A committee consisting of Mr. Kelly,
Mr. Brand and the Minister for Housing
drew up reasons for not agreeing to the
Council’s amendment.

the report

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

BILL--MAREKETING OF APPLES
AND PEARS (No. 2).

Returned from the Counecil without

amendmfnt.
RESOLUTION—STATE FORESTS.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had concurred in the
Assembly's resolation,

BILL--COMPANIES ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).
Council’s Amendmaents.

Schedule of two amendments made by the
Council now considered.
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In Commirﬂe.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister
for Housing (for the Attorney General) in
charge of the Bill,

No. 1—Clause 24, p. 6: Insert after the word
“‘gection’’ in line eight, the words—

“‘and gections three hundred and forty-eight

to three hundred and sixty inclusive’’

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I am
indebted to the member for Kanowna and
to the member for North-East Fremantle
for having examined these amendments
during a time when I was otherwise
engaged and giving me their opinion on
them. The clause which is sought to be
amended deals with the keeping of a local
register of shareholders by foreign com-
panies. It provides that where there are
no shareholders of such a company in
Western Australin a8 register need not be
kept, but if there are shareholders in
Western Australia a register should be
kept. This amendment rectifies a drafting
error. Reference should have been made
to other sections which are applicable,
whereas reference was made (o only one
of those seetions. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put snd pessed; the Counecil’s
amendment agreed to. ’
No. 2—Clause 24, page 6: Add after the
word ‘‘banking’’ in line 14, the words—
‘“and in respect of such a company the fol-
lowing prbvisions shall apply:—
(i) the local register shall be estab-

lished within two ecalendar months from .

the date of eommencement of the Com-
panies Act Amendment Act, 1949.

{ii) for the purposes of this section and
sections three hundred and forty-eight to
three hundred and sixty inclusive of this
Act the manager in this State of such
company shall be deemed {o be the agent

" of the company and the princ¢ipal place of
business of such company in this State
shall be deemed to be the registered
office.?? : -

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The

second amendment of the Council—and I
hope the members to whom I have referred
will assist me if I omit to deal with any
material aspect of the matter—has in con-
templation that the obligation to keep such
local register shall apply to corporations
which were incorporated outside the State
and which carry on inside the State the
business of life insurance or banking. The
amendment passed by this Chamber was
designed to make it clear that foreign
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" eorporations which carry on those two

classes of business should be obliged to
keep a local register when they have share-
holders residing in this State.

The amendment of the Legislative Coun-
cil is ancillary or supplementary to that
made by the Bill proposed here. It pro-
poses that such a company shall be allowed
two calendar months in which to establish
the register. I understand some companies
previously considered that they were not
bound by these provisions. As they will
now be subject to them, the Legislative
Couneil suggests giving them two months
in which to establish a local register.
Further, the amendment of the Legislative
Council provides a machinery provision to
the effect that the manager of any such
corporation shall be deemed to be the agent
of the company, and the prineipal place of
business of the company in this State shall
be deemed to be the registered, place within
the meaning of the Aet. I am advised
that the amendments do not affect the
intention of the Bill, but are supplement-
ary to it and are designed to clarify it,
and so are aceeptable. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
awendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Cougeil.

BILL—FOOTWEAR REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Couneil's Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Perking in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The Couneil’s amend-
ment is as follows;—
Clause 1; .
(a) Insert before the word ¢<This’’ in line

one of the clause the figure “17’ in brackets,
thus (1)

{b) Add a subelause to stand as subelanse
{2) as follows:—

f€{2) This Act shall come into operation
on a date to be fized by proclamation’’.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: There is
no need to objeet to the amendment,
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Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Do not stonewa.ll at
this hour.

The MINISTER ¥FOR LANDS Instead
of the Bill having to be sent to the Gov-
ernor for assent, it will be brought in by
proclamation. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

ADJOURNMENT—SPEOIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty—
Murray-Wellington) : I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
3.30 p.m. tomorrow,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.34 p.m.

[COUNCIL.}
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Adjournment, speclel

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

HOUSING.
(a) As to Denaro Concrete Block Company.

Hop. H. K, WATSON asked the Chief
Secretary:

(1} What members of the Housing Com-
mission are directors of,*or shareholders in,
Denaro Concrete Block Manufaeturing Co.
(W.A.) Ltd.?

(2) How many building permits have
been granted by the Housing Commission
in which the Commission has, without the
request of the applicant, made it a condi-
tion that the permit is granted subiect to
the building being constructed of Denaro
bricks?



